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People are always coming to me with incredible news that they want 
to follow or learn more about Jesus.
While their stories differ, the first question they ask always seems to be 
the same: What do I do NEXT?

This book is a great place to start. It is filled with stories about Jesus 
life from the Gospel of John and encouragement I have put together to 
help you grow. If you make the commitment to dive into this book, I can 
promise you that your life will never be the same.

Because you’re holding NEXT, I know you have taken an intentional 
step in your spiritual journey. Whether you are beginning your walk with 
Jesus, starting over, or simply have questions, I want to encourage you 
to keep going.

To help you do just that, I’ve written some devotions that go with 
each portion of the book of John. My hope is that we can start the book 
and go all the way through... together.

When an athlete begins a race, they set their eyes on the finish line. 
The finish line is their goal. It helps them keep pace and stay focused 
until the end.

The goal we are focusing on with NEXT is following Jesus. God is 
able to reset your past mistakes and set you on course for the life you 
were created to live. Your job is to keep your eyes fixed on Him.

The following pages hold some powerful insights that will help you 
on your way. Here are a few pages that I encourage you to check out:

p. 2 (How to Read this book) An introduction to running the race 
with Jesus. Gospel of John: Written by a guy who spent 3 years 
with Jesus.
p. 54 (Going Deeper) An invitation for you to dive deeper in your 
relationship with God.

To find more information, including videos and discussion boards 
check out www.resetmovement.com.

I am confident that God is going to speak to you as you make Him 
the priority in your life. If you have any questions along the way, don’t 
hesitate to email us.

Nick Hall
next@pulsemovement.com

LETTER FROM NICK
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HOW TO READ “NEXT”
You picked up NEXT! Now what? You’re on your way to read it, dig it and 
live it.

READ IT

DIG IT

LIVE IT

Let’s start with the basics. The Gospel of John was written by one of 
Jesus’ closest followers almost 2,000 years ago. John records for us his 
eyewitness account of Jesus. He says near the end of the book why he 
wrote it: “These are written so that you may believe that Jesus is the Christ, 
the Son of God, and that by believing you may have life in His name” (John 
20:31).

John’s book has 21 chapters, short sections each featuring part of
Jesus’ story. Read through it at your own pace; I’d suggest one, two, or 
three chapters a day. Some are longer than others, but all are filled with 
truth about who Jesus is and how we can live.

Sometimes it’s not enough to just read. If you’ve ever walked into a pop 
quiz without studying, you know what I mean. If you want to know Jesus, 
skimming the Bible just won’t cut it.

God didn’t give us a textbook. He gave us the greatest story ever 
written. The Bible is God’s letter to you personally, and He wants to speak 
to you every day.

For every three chapters in the Gospel of John, I’ve inserted a short 
devotional and a few questions for you to think about from those three 
chapters. Understanding how God is speaking to you personally requires 
reflection on your part. And reflection leads us to action.

Let’s say you wake up in the morning, walk into the bathroom and see 
your disheveled hair. Then you turn away, walk out the door and head to 
work. Problem? Your hair is a mess!

The Bible says this is what it’s like when you read God’s Word but
don’t do anything about it (James 1:23-24). You can read the Bible and
think about the Bible, but unless you live what you read, nothing is 
changed. You cannot know Jesus and stay the same.

How will you live out what you read in this book? Learn who Jesus
is, then live like Jesus lived.

1
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INTRODUCTION
What’s up? Let me just say I am stoked that you grabbed the NEXT 
Book. I don’t pretend to read minds, but I’m going to guess that by 
starting to read this book, you fall into one of four categories:

1. You just made a first-time commitment to follow Jesus.
2. You have known about God for a long time and have even used 

the label “Christian,” but now Jesus is coming alive in your life.
3. You are wondering about this whole “Jesus” thing, and you have 

questions.
4. You like free stuff or raised your hand so others would think you 

were super spiritual.

Whatever your story, I am praying for you right now — that God
would take the words on the following pages and use them in your 
life. Whoever you are and wherever you’re at, God wants to speak to 
you.

THE NEED FOR A FRESH START ISN’T HARD TO FIND.

Every day I talk to people who are hurt and broken, looking for 
meaning but only finding emptiness. Maybe their pain came from 
others or maybe they inflicted it on themselves. All they know is that 
they can’t wash away life’s filth.

The Bible tells us that God is good and created us to be with Him.
But in our rebellion, each one of us has rejected God’s authority. God 
is life, and trying to do life on our own will only result in death. God is 
right to punish us for rejecting Him.

“All have sinned and fall short of God.” – Romans 3:23
“The wages of sin is death.” – Romans 6:23

Something is missing. Habits, addictions and relationships will never 
satisfy our deepest longing.

2
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WE NEED A SAVIOR . . . AND THIS IS WHERE 
JESUS COMES IN.
“For by grace you have been saved through faith. And this is not your
own doing; it is the gift of God, not a result of works, so that no one 
may boast.” – Ephesians 2:8-9

Being a good person doesn’t get you into heaven. Only through
Jesus, the perfect Son of God, can you be saved. Jesus came and 
died on the cross to take the punishment of your sin. Why? Because 
He loves you. Jesus defeated sin and death once and for all when He 
rose from the grave!

JESUS MADE IT POSSIBLE FOR YOU TO 
LIVE A NEW LIFE.

“If you confess with your mouth, Jesus is Lord, and believe in your
heart that God raised Him from the dead, you will be saved.” 
– Romans 10:9

“Yet to all who did receive Him, to those who believed in His name,
He gave the right to become children of God.” – John 1:12

Right now, you can surrender your life to Jesus. This is where the
NEXT step of your journey with Jesus begins. Whether this is the first 
time you have surrendered your life or you’re rededicating your life, 
pray to God and ask Him to forgive you for your sins and to help you 
live a new life, saved by Jesus.

3
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COMMUNITY
WELCOME TO THE FAMILY!

If you’ve chosen to follow Jesus, you’re now part of the largest family 
on earth! This family stretches from coast to coast and from one side 
of the world to the other. We call this family the Church.

Many people have experienced church as a place of judgment, but
God means for the Church to be a place of safety. By coming 
together, we can be authentic when we share our victories, our 
struggles and our journey together with God.

If you need help finding a church, you can reach out to our team
right now at team@pulsemovement.com. Or you can find a church 
online by visiting resetmovement.com/#resources .

WE NEED EACH OTHER.
You and I were never intended for loneliness and isolation. Just like a
relay race, God created us to run this race together.

Jesus called His followers into a group to learn, follow and grow
together. He calls us to love one another just as He loves us.

By sharing life with other followers of Jesus, you can grow in faith,
make some of the best friends you’ve ever had and understand God’s
love more.

“And let us consider how to stir up one another to love and good
works, not neglecting to meet together, as is the habit of some, but
encouraging one another.” – Hebrews 10:24-25

Together, you and I are called “to love and good works.” In other
words, we’re called to love and live out a life changed by Jesus.

4
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UNITED IN LOVE

Living life together is at the center of living the NEXT journey with 
Jesus.

God’s love binds us together, enabling us to celebrate differences
and help each other through struggles and weaknesses.

Through God’s Spirit, who is known as the Holy Spirit, you’re
brought into the family of God. Every barrier between people is 
removed and replaced by the love of Jesus.

Together we run after Jesus, following His teaching, serving like He
served and praying like He taught us to pray. The Church is an 
authentic community of people from all languages, generations and 
ethnicities united by Jesus.

There has never been a church of perfect people. There has always
and only been the Church of the perfect God.

UNITED ON MISSION

If your picture of church has been a bunch of religious people sitting
around singing “Kumbaya,” then you’re missing out on the passionate
and active mission of Jesus and His people.

When you stand for Jesus, it means aligning your heart with the
heart of God. Hard and often unpopular, following Jesus means 
standing for what Jesus stood for.

Jesus is passionate about showing His goodness by changing lives.
Do we demonstrate the transforming love of Jesus by freeing 
modern-day slaves or feeding the hungry? How about demonstrating 
love by unloading the dishwasher without being asked?

The mission of Jesus is to make His name famous. The mission of
the Church is to make Jesus famous, together.

5
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INSTRUCTION
Whether you are a new believer or have lived as a Christian for a 

long time, you need to realize the importance of walking by God’s map 
— the Bible.

The Bible is called the Word of God. Why? Because the same God
who created the stars into existence and saved your life through Jesus 
will also speak to you in the Bible.

More than a textbook or required reading, the Bible is the living
Word of God, and He’s speaking to you through His Word.

BUT WHAT IS GOD SPEAKING?
Throughout the pages of the Bible, we see a map laid out about how 
to follow Jesus. Some of it is practical, where God tells us how to 
make wise choices in life. Other parts of it tell stories of God moving in 
ages past, working His story into history.

To be clear: The best part about the Bible is that it allows us to
know God, His love and His purpose in saving us. In the Bible we see 
our own brokenness, and we see everything God did through Jesus so 
that we can be changed from the inside out.

This book you’re reading is only an excerpt of all God has spoken
in the Bible.

LEARNING TO LISTEN
Just like you would want to learn music from your favorite artist or
take a math lesson from Einstein, studying the Bible is coming to listen
and learn from the expert and creator of the universe — God. So don’t
come to the Bible thinking you have all the answers, but come as a
student expecting one incredible lesson.

Like most things in life, what you put into reading the Bible is what
you’ll get out of it. If you treat it as just another boring textbook or a
manual, it won’t change you. BUT, if you see this book as the Word of
God, it has the power to move in your life and transform you. God is
looking for people who will take Him at His Word.

6
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COMMUNICATION
At the heart of every relationship is communication. You can’t have a
good relationship if only one person talks.

DON’T GIVE GOD THE SILENT TREATMENT.
On the previous pages, we looked at how God has spoken to us —
through the Bible. In the Bible you learn that God loves you
unconditionally. But how are you going to know God’s love if you don’t
spend any time with Him? It’s your turn to talk to God.

Prayer is simply talking to God. He wants to hear your voice.
Like a true friend, God calls you to “cast all your anxieties on Him,
because He cares for you” (1 Peter 5:7).

God loves you, and that means God always has your best interest in
mind. If you read the Book of Psalms, you see time and again how the
writer pours out his heart to God. God can see every part of your life, 
so why try to hide your worries?

WHEN WE PRAY, GOD MOVES.
Prayer is about developing our relationship with God and then carrying
that relationship into every area of your life. Prayer develops intimacy 
and boldness.

INTIMACY
Every deep friendship is built around intimacy — those matters of your 
heart that you only share with your closest friends. You only want to 
share with someone who will truly understand and love you.

7
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BOLDNESS
The natural outflow of intimacy is boldness.

“Let us draw near with a true heart in full assurance of faith.” 
– Hebrews 10:22

Because of Jesus’ death on the cross, you and I have full access to
God. This is a powerful truth! If you pursue intimacy with God, then 
your heart will start to beat like God’s heart. You will start loving what 
God loves and hating what God hates. And His life will overflow from 
your life into the lives of those around you.

Whether you’re by yourself or with a group of people, don’t miss
the incredible opportunity to pray. Stay connected with God through
prayer and experience life together with your Savior. You won’t regret it.

8

Intimacy takes time to build. You can feel a true, deep love for
Jesus when you accept Him as Savior. As one wise man once said, 
“Love is spontaneous, but it must be maintained through discipline.”

Two ways to build intimacy with God are through vulnerability and
remembrance. Vulnerability I already talked about — God isn’t scared 
to confront your deepest worries and fears. Remembrance, on the 
other hand, is thankfulness for all God has done in your life. If you’ve 
come to Jesus, then you have something to give God thanks for! More 
than that, thankfulness can extend to every area of your life.

“Give thanks in all circumstances.” – 1 Thessalonians 5:18

INTIMACY (cont.)

A9R15849989.pdf   1   9/12/13   3:21 PM



SHARING
THE MESSAGE OF JESUS IS MEANT TO 
BE SHARED.
Has Jesus changed your life? Then you have a story to share with the
world. Your story isn’t so much about you, but it shows others the
immense love of God.

Think about your story. The reason you came to Jesus is likely
because somebody told you. Maybe it was a friend, a parent, or an
evangelist from North Dakota.

However it happened, you’re here now because somebody shared
his or her testimony about Jesus with you. Take a moment to think
through your story.

KNOW YOUR STORY.

Think through these three questions to help you understand your
salvation story:

1. How did you hear the Gospel and decide to stand for Jesus?
2. What circumstances in your life made you realize your need for 

Jesus?
3. How has God started the NEXT journey in your life through 

Jesus?

Write out the answers to these questions, and remind yourself
often of God’s salvation in your life.

You have a testimony, and it’s your turn to share.

9
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SHARE YOUR STORY.

There’s a time and a place to stand on a stage and share about Jesus. 
But the message of Jesus was never meant to be kept to Sunday 
morning services and special concert events. The message of Jesus is 
meant to be shared in relationship with one another, both in the 
Church and outside the Church. When Jesus died on the cross and 
rose from the dead, He left one final commandment with His followers:

“And Jesus came and said to them, ‘All authority in heaven and on
earth has been given to Me. Go therefore and make disciples of all
nations, baptizing them in the name of the Father and of the Son and 
of the Holy Spirit, teaching them to observe all that I have 
commanded you. And behold, I am with you always, to the end of the 
age.’” – Matthew 28:18-20

Followers of Jesus are made to make followers of Jesus. Alone, your 
story won’t change anyone. But with the help of Jesus and the Holy 
Spirit living inside of you, His light shines through you.

You know people who don’t know Jesus. The question is whether
you’ll allow the message that has changed your life to change theirs, 
too.

You don’t know all the answers, and you still have a lot to learn
about what it means to follow Jesus. But you have a story from a 
Savior who gave His life so that you could have life. You were broken, 
but you’ve been made new. Share it with the world.

10
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A FINAL WORD
Thank you so much for reading this book and learning what it means 
to live as a follower of Jesus. I’m proud of you!

After you read this, you may have more questions than answers
about what it means to follow Jesus. That’s good, and God’s not 
scared of any questions you ask of Him.

Maybe you’re reading through this material and thinking to
yourself, “I’ll never be able to do all of this!”

Never fear. Following Jesus is a journey, not an overnight
transformation. Yes, Jesus has saved you by His death and 
resurrection, and if you trust in Him, you have eternal life. As we 
continue to journey with Jesus, God through the Holy Spirit will 
continue to transform your life.

This book is designed to give you a glimpse of what it means to
live and love like Jesus. These short lessons on community, 
instruction, communication and sharing all blend together as parts of a 
transformed life in Jesus.

By living in community with the Church, you learn more from God’s
instruction book, the Bible. As you learn more from the Bible, you 
develop a deeper intimacy in communication with God through prayer. 
By praying, you grow in your boldness and share the witness of what 
Jesus has done in your life. In sharing life and the Gospel with others, 
you build the very community you were brought into.

The message of Jesus is far more than a history lesson, a nice
story, or a motivational speech. The Gospel is an invitation — an
invitation to admit you’re broken and to receive new life from Jesus.

11
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The Gospel AccordinG To

J o h n

1 Or was not any thing made. That which has been made was life in him 2 Greek to his own things; that is, to his own domain, or to his own people 3 People is implied  
in Greek 4 Or the only One, who is God; some manuscripts the only Son 5 Greek in the bosom of the Father 6 Or crying out, ‘In the wilderness make straight 7 That is, 
about 4 p.m. 8 Greek him a Isa. 40:3 

The Word Became Flesh

1 In the beginning was the Word, and the Word 
was with God, and the Word was God. 2 He 

was in the beginning with God. 3 All things were 
made through him, and without him was not any 
thing made that was made. 4 In him was life,1 and 
the life was the light of men. 5 The light shines in 
the darkness, and the darkness has not overcome 
it.

6 There was a man sent from God, whose name 
was John. 7 He came as a witness, to bear witness 
about the light, that all might believe through 
him. 8 He was not the light, but came to bear 
witness about the light.

9 The true light, which enlightens everyone, was 
coming into the world. 10 He was in the world, 
and the world was made through him, yet the 
world did not know him. 11 He came to his own,2 
and his own people3 did not receive him. 12 But 
to all who did receive him, who believed in his 
name, he gave the right to become children of 
God, 13 who were born, not of blood nor of the 
will of the flesh nor of the will of man, but of 
God.

14 And the Word became flesh and dwelt 
among us, and we have seen his glory, glory as of 
the only Son from the Father, full of grace and 
truth. 15 (John bore witness about him, and cried 
out, “This was he of whom I said, ‘He who comes 
after me ranks before me, because he was before 
me.’”) 16 And from his fullness we have all 
received, grace upon grace. 17 For the law was 
given through Moses; grace and truth came 
through Jesus Christ. 18 No one has ever seen God; 
the only God,4 who is at the Father’s side,5 he has 
made him known.
The TesTimony oF John The BapTisT

19 And this is the testimony of John,  
when the Jews sent priests and Levites from 
Jerusalem to ask him, “Who are you?” 20 He con-
fessed, and did not deny, but confessed,  
“I am not the Christ.” 21 And they asked  
him, “What then? Are you Elijah?” He said, “I 
am not.” “Are you the Prophet?” And  
he answered, “No.” 22 So they said to him, “Who 
are you? We need to give an answer to those who 
sent us. What do you say about

yourself?” 23 He said, “I am a the voice of one 
crying out in the wilderness, ‘Make straight6 the 
way of the Lord,’ as the prophet Isaiah said.”

24 (Now they had been sent from the Pharisees.) 
25 They asked him, “Then why are you baptizing, 
if you are neither the Christ, nor Elijah, nor the 
Prophet?” 26 John answered them, “I baptize with 
water, but among you stands one you do not 
know, 27 even he who comes after me, the strap of 
whose sandal I am not worthy to untie.” 28 These 
things took place in Bethany across the Jordan, 
where John was baptizing.

Behold, The lamB oF God
29 The next day he saw Jesus coming toward 

him, and said, “Behold, the Lamb of God, who 
takes away the sin of the world! 30 This is he of 
whom I said, ‘After me comes a man who ranks 
before me, because he was before me.’ 31 I myself 
did not know him, but for this purpose I came 
baptizing with water, that he might be revealed to 
Israel.” 32 And John bore witness: “I saw the Spirit 
descend from heaven like a dove, and it remained 
on him. 33 I myself did not know him, but he 
who sent me to baptize with water said to me, 
‘He on whom you see the Spirit descend and 
remain, this is he who baptizes with the Holy 
Spirit.’ 34 And I have seen and have borne witness 
that this is the Son of God.”

Jesus calls The FirsT disciples
35 The next day again John was standing with 

two of his disciples, 36 and he looked at Jesus as he 
walked by and said, “Behold, the Lamb of God!” 
37 The two disciples heard him say this, and they 
followed Jesus. 38 Jesus turned and saw them fol-
lowing and said to them, “What are you seeking?” 
And they said to him, “Rabbi” (which means 
Teacher), “where are you staying?” 39 He said to 
them, “Come and you will see.” So they came 
and saw where he was staying, and they stayed 
with him that day, for it was about the tenth 
hour.7 40 One of the two who heard John speak 
and followed Jesus8 was Andrew, Simon Peter’s 
brother. 41 He first found his own brother Simon 
and said to him, “We have found the Messiah” 
( w h i c h  m e a n s
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Christ). 42 He brought him to Jesus. Jesus looked 
at him and said, “So you are Simon  
the son of John? You shall be called Cephas” 
(which means Peter1).
Jesus calls philip and naThanael

43 The next day Jesus decided to go to Galilee. 
He found Philip and said to him, “Follow me.” 
44 Now Philip was from Bethsaida, the city of 
Andrew and Peter. 45 Philip found Nathanael and 
said to him, “We have found him of whom 
Moses in the Law and also the prophets wrote, 
Jesus of Nazareth, the son of Joseph.” 46 Nathanael 
said to him, “Can anything good come out of 
Nazareth?” Philip said to him, “Come and see.” 
47 Jesus saw Nathanael coming toward him and 
said of him, “Behold, an Israelite indeed, in 
whom there is no deceit!” 48 Nathanael said to 
him, “How do you know me?” Jesus answered 
him, “Before Philip called you, when you were 
under the fig tree, I saw you.” 49 Nathanael 
answered him, “Rabbi, you are the Son of God! 
You are the King of Israel!” 50 Jesus answered him, 
“Because I said to you, ‘I saw you under the fig 
tree,’ do you believe? You will see greater things 
than these.” 51 And he said to him, “Truly, truly, I 
s a y  t o  y o u , 2  
you will see heaven opened, and the angels  
of God ascending and descending on the Son of 
Man.”
The WeddinG aT cana

2 On the third day there was a wedding  
at Cana in Galilee, and the mother of Jesus 

was there. 2 Jesus also was invited to  
the wedding with his disciples. 3 When the wine 
ran out, the mother of Jesus said to him, “They 
have no wine.” 4 And Jesus said to her, “Woman, 
what does this have to do with me? My hour has 
not yet come.” 5 His mother said to the servants, 
“Do whatever he tells you.”

6 Now there were six stone water jars there for 
the Jewish rites of purification, each holding 
twenty or thirty gallons.3 7 Jesus said to  
the servants, “Fill the jars with water.” And they 
filled them up to the brim. 8 And he  
said to them, “Now draw some out and take it to 
the master of the feast.” So they took  
it. 9 When the master of the feast tasted the water 
now become wine, and did not know where it 
came from (though the servants who had drawn 
the water knew), the master of  
the feast called the bridegroom 10 and said to

him, “Everyone serves the good wine first, and 
when people have drunk freely, then the poor 
wine. But you have kept the good wine until 
now.” 11 This, the first of his signs, Jesus did at 
Cana in Galilee, and manifested his glory. And his 
disciples believed in him.

12 After this he went down to Capernaum, with 
his mother and his brothers4 and his disciples, and 
they stayed there for a few days.
Jesus cleanses The Temple

13 The Passover of the Jews was at hand, and 
Jesus went up to Jerusalem. 14 In the temple he 
found those who were selling oxen and sheep and 
pigeons, and the money-changers sitting there. 
15 And making a whip of cords, he drove them all 
out of the temple, with  
the sheep and oxen. And he poured out the coins 
of the money-changers and overturned their 
tables. 16 And he told those who sold the pigeons, 
“Take these things away; do not make my Father’s 
house a house of trade.” 17 His disciples remem-
bered that it was written, a “Zeal for your house 
will consume me.”

18 So the Jews said to him, “What sign do you 
show us for doing these things?” 19 Jesus answered 
them, “Destroy this temple, and in three days I 
will raise it up.” 20 The Jews then said, “It has 
taken forty-six years to build this temple, and will 
you raise it up in three days?” 21 But he was speak-
ing about the temple of his body. 22 When there-
fore he was raised from the dead, his disciples 
remembered that he had said this, and they 
believed the Scripture and the word that Jesus had 
spoken.
Jesus KnoWs WhaT is in man

23 Now when he was in Jerusalem at the 
Passover Feast, many believed in his name when 
they saw the signs that he was doing. 24 But Jesus 
on his part did not entrust himself to them, 
because he knew all people 25 and needed no one 
to bear witness about man, for he himself knew 
what was in man.
you musT Be Born aGain

3 Now there was a man of the Pharisees named 
Nicodemus, a ruler of the Jews. 2 This man 

came to Jesus5 by night and said  
to him, “Rabbi, we know that you are a teacher 
come from God, for no one can do these signs 
that you do unless God is with him.” 3 Jesus 
answered him, “Truly, truly, I say

1 Cephas and Peter are from the word for rock in Aramaic and Greek, respectively 2 The Greek for you is plural; twice in this verse 3 Greek two or three measures 
(metrētas); a metrētēs was about 10 gallons or 35 liters 4 Or brothers and sisters. The plural Greek word adelphoi (translated “brothers”) refers to siblings in a family. In 
New Testament usage, depending on the context, adelphoi may refer either to brothers or to brothers and sisters 5 Greek him a Ps. 69:9 

John 3:3
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to you, unless one is born again1 he cannot see the 
kingdom of God.” 4 Nicodemus said to him, 
“How can a man be born when he is old? Can he 
enter a second time into his mother’s womb and 
be born?” 5 Jesus answered, “Truly, truly, I say to 
you, unless one is born of water and the Spirit, he 
cannot enter the kingdom of God. 6That which 
is born of the flesh is flesh, and that which is born 
of the Spirit is spirit.2 7Do not marvel that I said 
to you, ‘You3 must be born again.’ 8The wind4 
blows where it wishes, and you hear its sound, but 
y o u  
do not know where it comes from or where  
it goes. So it is with everyone who is born of the 
Spirit.”

9 Nicodemus said to him, “How can these 
things be?” 10 Jesus answered him, “Are you the 
teacher of Israel and yet you do not  
understand these things? 11Truly, truly, I say  
to you, we speak of what we know, and bear 
witness to what we have seen, but you5 do  
not receive our testimony. 12If I have told you 
earthly things and you do not believe, how can 
you believe if I tell you heavenly things? 13No one 
has ascended into heaven except  
he who descended from heaven, the Son of Man.6 
14And as Moses lifted up the serpent  
in the wilderness, so must the Son of Man be 
lifted up, 15that whoever believes in him may have 
eternal life.7

For God so loved The World
16“For God so loved the world,8 that he gave 

his only Son, that whoever believes in him should 
not perish but have eternal life. 17For God did not 
send his Son into the world to condemn the 
world, but in order that the world might be saved 
through him. 18Whoever believes in him is not 
condemned, but whoever does not believe is con-
demned already, because he has not believed in 
the name of the only Son of God. 19And this is 
the judgment: the light has come into the world, 
and people loved the darkness rather than the 
light because their works were evil. 20For every-
one who does wicked things hates the light and 
does not come to the light, lest his works should 
be exposed. 21But whoever does what is true 
comes to the light, so that it may be clearly seen 
that his works have been carried out in God.”
John The BapTisT exalTs chrisT

22 After this Jesus and his disciples went  
into the Judean countryside, and he remained

there with them and was baptizing. 23 John also 
was baptizing at Aenon near Salim, because water 
was plentiful there, and people were coming and 
being baptized 24 (for John had not yet been put 
in prison).

25 Now a discussion arose between some  
of John’s disciples and a Jew over purification. 
26 And they came to John and said to him, 
“Rabbi, he who was with you across the Jordan, 
to whom you bore witness—look, he is baptizing, 
and all are going to him.” 27 John answered, “A 
person cannot receive even one thing unless it is 
given him from heaven. 28 You yourselves bear me 
witness, that I said, ‘I am not the Christ, but I 
have been sent before him.’ 29 The one who has 
the bride is the bridegroom. The friend of the 
bridegroom, who stands and hears him, rejoices 
greatly at the bridegroom’s voice. Therefore this 
joy of mine is now complete. 30 He must increase, 
but I must decrease.”9

31 He who comes from above is above all. He 
who is of the earth belongs to the earth and 
speaks in an earthly way. He who comes from 
heaven is above all. 32 He bears witness to what he 
has seen and heard, yet no one receives his testi-
mony. 33 Whoever receives his testimony sets his 
seal to this, that God is true. 34 For he whom God 
has sent utters the words of God, for he gives the 
Spirit without measure. 35 The Father loves the 
Son and has given all things into his hand. 
36 Whoever believes in the Son has eternal life; 
whoever does not obey the Son shall not see life, 
but the wrath of God remains on him.
Jesus and The Woman oF samaria

4 Now when Jesus learned that the Pharisees 
had heard that Jesus was making and  

baptizing more disciples than John 2 (although 
Jesus himself did not baptize, but only his disci-
ples), 3 he left Judea and departed again for Galilee. 
4 And he had to pass through Samaria. 5 So he 
came to a town of Samaria called Sychar, near the 
field that Jacob had given  
to his son Joseph. 6 Jacob’s well was there; so Jesus, 
wearied as he was from his journey,  
was sitting beside the well. It was about the sixth 
hour.10

7 A woman from Samaria came to draw water. 
Jesus said to her, “Give me a drink.” 8 (For his 
disciples had gone away into the city to buy food.) 
9 The Samaritan woman said to him, “How is it 
that you, a Jew, ask for a drink

1 Or from above; the Greek is purposely ambiguous and can mean both again and from above; also verse 7 2 The same Greek word means both wind and spirit 3 The 
Greek for you is plural here 4 The same Greek word means both wind and spirit 5 The Greek for you is plural here; also four times in verse 12 6 Some manuscripts add 
who is in heaven 7 Some interpreters hold that the quotation ends at verse 15 8 Or For this is how God loved the world 9 Some interpreters hold that the quotation 
continues through verse 36 10 That is, about noon 
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To read
John 1-3: Who is Jesus?
• Jesus is the Word (God), man, the Son of God (John 1)
• Jesus celebrates and Jesus gets angry (John 2)
• Jesus is the Savior (John 3)

Who is Jesus?

Life is full of big questions. Where should I go to school? Should I get
married? What kind of career should I pursue? Would I rather that my  
pet bunny was a pirate or ninja?

Who is Jesus? Of all of life’s questions, this is the most important.

Maybe you’ve heard this question from a TV preacher, but now it’s
time to ask yourself. If you think about it, the answer to this question
changes everything. If Jesus was just a good teacher, then you 
respect Him like you respect Gandhi — he was a good guy who said 
good things and then died a cruel death.

In the first three chapters of John, there is a big-picture view of
who Jesus is. John says, “In the beginning was the Word, and the 
Word was with God, and the Word was God” (1:1). From the very  
beginning, John wants to make it clear — Jesus is not a mere human.  
He always has been and always will be God.

But it’s not enough to say that Jesus is God. To fully understand the
story, we must know that He walked on earth as a human: “The Word
became flesh and dwelt among us” (1:14).

What makes the Bible so fascinating and revolutionary is that God
witnessed our coming destruction and decided to do something about  
it — Jesus became one of us! Jesus was a man who celebrated with  
friends, cried with family and got angry at wrongdoing. The difference 
between Jesus and us? Jesus lived a perfect life — He never sinned.  
Then He offered His life for us when He died on the cross.

devo
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Only Jesus can save us. As God, He has the power to take us out
or give us life, forgiveness and healing. Jesus understands your pain,
grief and shame. As a man, Jesus has experienced life’s high and 
lows. Jesus can relate with you. He is our Savior.

“For God so loved the world, that He gave His only Son, that
whoever believes in Him should not perish but have eternal life.” 
– John 3:16

quesTions To consider:

Who does John the Baptist say Jesus is? (John 1:29 and 1:34)

Who do the religious leaders say Jesus is? (John 3:2)

Who do you say Jesus is?
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from me, a woman of Samaria?” (For Jews have 
no dealings with Samaritans.) 10 Jesus answered 
her, “If you knew the gift of God, and who it is 
that is saying to you, ‘Give me  
a drink,’ you would have asked him, and he 
would have given you living water.” 11 The woman 
said to him, “Sir, you have nothing to draw water 
with, and the well is deep. Where do you get that 
living water? 12 Are you greater than our father 
Jacob? He gave us the well and drank from it 
himself, as did his sons and his livestock.” 13 Jesus 
said to her, “Everyone who drinks of this water 
will be thirsty again, 14but whoever drinks of the 
water that I will give him will never be thirsty 
again.1 The water that I will give him will become 
in him a spring of water welling up to eternal life.” 
15 The woman said to him, “Sir, give me this 
w a t e r ,  s o  t h a t  
I will not be thirsty or have to come here to draw 
water.”

16 Jesus said to her, “Go, call your husband, 
and come here.” 17 The woman answered him, 
“I have no husband.” Jesus said to her, “You are 
right in saying, ‘I have no husband’; 18for you 
have had five husbands, and the one you now 
have is not your husband. What you have said is 
true.” 19 The woman said to him, “Sir, I perceive 
that you are a prophet. 20 Our fathers worshiped 
on this mountain, but you say that in Jerusalem 
is the place where people ought to worship.” 
21 Jesus said to her, “Woman, believe me, the 
hour is coming when neither on this mountain 
nor in Jerusalem will you worship the Father. 
22You worship what you do not know; we wor-
ship what we know, for salvation is from the 
Jews. 23But the hour is coming, and is now here, 
when the true worshipers will worship the Father 
in spirit and truth, for the Father is seeking such 
people to worship him. 24God is spirit, and those 
who worship him must worship in spirit and 
truth.” 25 The woman said to him, “I know that 
Messiah is coming (he who is called Christ). 
When he comes, he will tell us all things.” 26 Jesus 
said to her, “I who speak to you am he.”

27 Just then his disciples came back. They mar-
veled that he was talking with a woman, but no 
one said, “What do you seek?” or, “Why are you 
talking with her?” 28 So the woman left her water 
jar and went away into town and said to the 
people, 29 “Come, see a man who told me all that 
I ever did. Can this be the Christ?” 30 They went 
out of the town and were coming to him.

31 Meanwhile the disciples were urging him, 
saying, “Rabbi, eat.” 32 But he said to them,  
“I have food to eat that you do not know about.” 
33 So the disciples said to one another, “Has any-
one brought him something to eat?” 34 Jesus said 
to them, “My food is to do the will of him who 
sent me and to accomplish his work. 35Do you 
not say, ‘There are yet four months, then comes 
the harvest’? Look, I tell you, lift up your eyes, and 
see that the fields are white for harvest. 36Already 
the one who reaps is receiving wages and gather-
i n g  f r u i t  
for eternal life, so that sower and reaper may 
rejoice together. 37For here the saying holds true, 
‘One sows and another reaps.’ 38I sent you to reap 
that for which you did not labor. Others have 
labored, and you have entered into their labor.”

39 Many Samaritans from that town believed in 
him because of the woman’s testimony, “He told 
me all that I ever did.” 40 So when the Samaritans 
came to him, they asked him  
to stay with them, and he stayed there two days. 
41 And many more believed because of his word. 
42 They said to the woman, “It is  
no longer because of what you said that we 
believe, for we have heard for ourselves, and we 
know that this is indeed the Savior of the world.”

43 After the two days he departed for Galilee. 
44 (For Jesus himself had testified that a prophet 
has no honor in his own hometown.) 45 So when 
he came to Galilee, the Galileans welcomed him, 
having seen all that he had done in Jerusalem at 
the feast. For they too had gone to the feast.

Jesus heals an oFFicial’s son
46 So he came again to Cana in Galilee, where 

he had made the water wine. And at Capernaum 
there was an official whose son was ill. 47 When 
this man heard that Jesus had come from Judea 
to Galilee, he went to him and asked him to 
come down and heal his son, for he was at the 
point of death. 48 So Jesus said to him, “Unless 
you see signs and wonders you will not believe.” 
49 The official said to him, “Sir, come down before 
my child dies.” 50 Jesus said to him, “Go; your son 
will live.” The man believed the word that Jesus 
spoke to him and went on his way. 51 As he was 
going down, his servants2 met him and told him 
that his son was recovering. 52 So he asked them 
the hour when he began to get better, and they 
said to him, “Yesterday at the

1 Greek forever 2 Greek bondservants 
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seventh hour1 the fever left him.” 53 The father 
knew that was the hour when Jesus had said to 
him, “Your son will live.” And he himself believed, 
and all his household. 54 This was now the second 
sign that Jesus did when he had come from Judea 
to Galilee.
The healinG aT The pool on The saBBaTh

5 After this there was a feast of the Jews, and 
Jesus went up to Jerusalem.

2 Now there is in Jerusalem by the Sheep Gate 
a pool, in Aramaic2 called Bethesda,3 which has 
five roofed colonnades. 3 In these lay a multitude 
of invalids—blind, lame, and paralyzed.4 5 One 
man was there who had been an invalid for thir-
ty-eight years. 6 When Jesus saw him lying there 
and knew that he had already been there a long 
t i m e ,  h e  s a i d  
to him, “Do you want to be healed?” 7 The sick 
man answered him, “Sir, I have no one  
to put me into the pool when the water is stirred 
up, and while I am going another steps down 
before me.” 8 Jesus said to him, “Get up, take up 
your bed, and walk.” 9 And at once  
the man was healed, and he took up his bed and 
walked.

Now that day was the Sabbath. 10 So the Jews 
said to the man who had been healed,  
“It is the Sabbath, and it is not lawful for you to 
take up your bed.” 11 But he answered them, “The 
man who healed me, that man said to me, ‘Take 
up your bed, and walk.’” 12 They asked him, 
“Who is the man who said to you, ‘Take up your 
bed and walk’?” 13 Now the man who had been 
healed did not know who it was, for Jesus had 
withdrawn, as there was a crowd in the place. 
14 Afterward Jesus found him in the temple and 
said to him, “See, you are well! Sin no more, that 
nothing worse may happen to you.” 15 The man 
went away and told the Jews that it was Jesus who 
had healed him. 16 And this was why the Jews 
were persecuting Jesus, because he was doing these 
things on the Sabbath. 17 But Jesus answered 
them, “My Father is working until now, and  
I am working.”
Jesus is equal WiTh God

18 This was why the Jews were seeking all the 
more to kill him, because not only was  
he breaking the Sabbath, but he was even calling 
God his own Father, making himself equal with 
God.
The auThoriTy oF The son

19 So Jesus said to them, “Truly, truly, I say to 
you, the Son can do nothing of his own

accord, but only what he sees the Father doing. 
For whatever the Father5 does, that  
the Son does likewise. 20For the Father loves the 
Son and shows him all that he himself is doing. 
And greater works than these will he show him, 
so that you may marvel. 21For as the Father raises 
the dead and gives them life, so also the Son gives 
life to whom he will. 22The Father judges no one, 
but has given all judgment to the Son, 23that all 
may honor the Son, just as they honor the Father. 
Whoever does not honor the Son does not honor 
the Father who sent him. 24Truly, truly, I say to 
you, whoever hears my word and believes him 
who sent me has eternal life. He does  
not come into judgment, but has passed from 
death to life.

25“Truly, truly, I say to you, an hour is coming, 
and is now here, when the dead will hear the 
voice of the Son of God, and those who hear will 
live. 26For as the Father has life in himself, so he 
has granted the Son also to have life in himself. 
27And he has given him authority to execute 
judgment, because he is the Son of Man. 28Do 
not marvel at this, for an hour is coming when all 
who are in the tombs will hear his voice 29and 
come out, those who have done good to the res-
urrection of life, and those who have done evil to 
the resurrection of judgment.
WiTnesses To Jesus

30“I can do nothing on my own. As I hear, I 
judge, and my judgment is just, because  
I seek not my own will but the will of him who 
sent me. 31If I alone bear witness about myself, 
my testimony is not deemed true. 32There is 
another who bears witness about me, and I know 
that the testimony that he bears about me is true. 
33You sent  to  John,  
and he has borne witness to the truth. 34Not that 
the testimony that I receive is from man, but I say 
these things so that you may be saved. 35He was 
a burning and shining lamp, and you were willing 
to rejoice for a while  
in his light. 36But the testimony that I have  
is greater than that of John. For the works  
that the Father has given me to accomplish, the 
very works that I am doing, bear witness about 
me that the Father has sent me. 37And the Father 
who sent me has himself borne witness about me. 
His voice you have never heard, his form you 
have never seen, 38and you do not have his word 
ab id ing  in  you,  for

1 That is, at 1 p.m. 2 Or Hebrew 3 Some manuscripts Bethsaida 4 Some manuscripts insert, wholly or in part, waiting for the moving of the water; 4 for an angel of the Lord 
went down at certain seasons into the pool, and stirred the water: whoever stepped in first after the stirring of the water was healed of whatever disease he had 5 Greek he 
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you do not believe the one whom he has sent. 
39You search the Scriptures because you think that 
in them you have eternal life; and it is they that 
bear witness about me, 40yet you refuse to come 
to me that you may have life. 41I do not receive 
glory from people. 42But I know that you do not 
have the love of God within you. 43I have come 
in my Father’s name, and you do not receive me. 
If another comes in his own name, you will 
receive him. 44How can you believe, when you 
receive glory from one another and do not seek 
the glory that comes from the only God? 45Do 
not think that I will accuse you to the Father. 
There is one who accuses you: Moses, on whom 
you have set your hope. 46For if you believed 
Moses, you would believe me; for he wrote of me. 
47But if you do not believe his writings, how will 
you believe my words?”

Jesus Feeds The Five Thousand

6 After this a Jesus went away to the other side 
of the Sea of Galilee, which is the  

Sea of Tiberias. 2 And a large crowd was following 
him, because they saw the signs that he was doing 
on the sick. 3 Jesus went up on the mountain, and 
there he sat down with his disciples. 4 Now the 
Passover, the feast of the Jews, was at hand. 
5 Lifting up his eyes, then, and seeing that a large 
crowd was coming toward him, Jesus said to 
Philip, “Where are we to buy bread, so that these 
people may eat?” 6 He said this to test him, for he 
himself knew what he would do. 7 Philip answered 
him, “Two hundred denarii1 would not buy 
enough bread for each of them to get a little.” 
8 One of his disciples, Andrew, Simon Peter’s 
brother, said to him, 9 “There is a boy here who 
has five barley loaves and two fish, but what are 
they for so many?” 10 Jesus said, “Have the people 
sit down.” Now there was much grass in the place. 
So the men sat down, about five thousand in 
number. 11 Jesus then took the loaves, and when 
he had given thanks, he distributed them to those 
who were seated. So also the fish, as much as they 
wanted. 12 And when they had eaten their fill, he 
told his disciples, “Gather up the leftover frag-
ments, that nothing may be lost.” 13 So they gath-
ered them up and filled twelve baskets with frag-
ments from the five barley loaves left by those 
who had eaten. 14 When the people saw the sign 
that he had done, they said, “This is indeed the 
Prophet who is to come into the world!”

15 Perceiving then that they were about to come 
and take him by force to make him king, Jesus 
b withdrew again to the mountain by himself.

Jesus WalKs on WaTer
16 When evening came, his disciples went 

down to the sea, 17 got into a boat, and started 
across the sea to Capernaum. It was now dark, 
and Jesus had not yet come to them. 18 The  
sea became rough because a strong wind was 
blowing. 19 When they had rowed about three or 
four miles,2 they saw Jesus walking on the sea and 
coming near the boat, and they were frightened. 
20 But he said to them, “It is I; do not be afraid.” 
21 Then they were glad to take him into the boat, 
and immediately the boat was at the land to 
which they were going.

i am The Bread oF liFe
22 On the next day the crowd that remained on 

the other side of the sea saw that there had been 
only one boat there, and that Jesus had not 
entered the boat with his disciples, but that his 
disciples had gone away alone. 23 Other boats 
from Tiberias came near the place where they had 
eaten the bread after the Lord had given thanks. 
24 So when the crowd saw that Jesus was not there, 
nor his disciples, they themselves got into the 
boats and went to Capernaum, seeking Jesus.

25 When they found him on the other side of 
the sea, they said to him, “Rabbi, when  
did you come here?” 26 Jesus answered them, 
“Truly, truly, I say to you, you are seeking me, not 
because you saw signs, but because you ate your 
fill of the loaves. 27Do not labor for the food that 
perishes, but for the food that endures to eternal 
life, which the Son of Man will give to you. For 
on him God the Father has set his seal.” 28 Then 
they said to him, “What must we do, to be doing 
t h e  w o r k s  
of God?” 29 Jesus answered them, “This is the 
work of God, that you believe in him whom he 
has sent.” 30 So they said to him, “Then what sign 
do you do, that we may see and believe you? 
What work do you perform? 31 Our fathers ate 
the manna in the wilderness; as it is written, c ‘He 
gave them bread from heaven to eat.’” 32 Jesus 
then said to them, “Truly, truly, I say to you, it 
was not Moses who gave you the bread from 
heaven, but my Father gives you the true bread 
from heaven. 33For the bread of God is he who

1 A denarius was a day’s wage for a laborer 2 Greek twenty-five or thirty stadia; a stadion was about 607 feet or 185 meters a For 6:1-13 see parallels Matt. 14:13-21; 
Mark 6:32-44; Luke 9:10-17 b For 6:15-21 see parallels Matt. 14:22-33; Mark 6:45-52 c Neh. 9:15 

John 6:33



20

comes down from heaven and gives life to the 
world.” 34 They said to him, “Sir, give us this bread 
always.”

35 Jesus said to them, “I am the bread of life; 
whoever comes to me shall not hunger, and who-
ever believes in me shall never thirst. 36But I said 
to you that you have seen me and yet do not 
believe. 37All that the Father gives me will come 
to me, and whoever comes to me  
I will never cast out. 38For I have come down 
from heaven, not to do my own will but the will 
of him who sent me. 39And this is the  
will of him who sent me, that I should lose noth-
ing of all that he has given me, but raise it up on 
the last day. 40For this is the will of my Father, that 
everyone who looks on the Son and believes in 
him should have eternal life, and I will raise him 
up on the last day.”

41 So the Jews grumbled about him,  
because he said, “I am the bread that came down 
from heaven.” 42 They said, “Is not this Jesus, the 
son of Joseph, whose father and mother we 
know? How does he now say, ‘I have come down 
from heaven’?” 43 Jesus answered them, “Do not 
g r u m b l e  a m o n g  
yourselves. 44No one can come to me unless the 
Father who sent me draws him. And I will raise 
him up on the last day. 45It is written in the 
Prophets, a ‘And they will all be taught by God.’ 
Everyone who has heard and learned from the 
Father comes to me— 46not that anyone has seen 
the Father except he who is from God; he has seen 
the Father. 47Truly, truly, I say to you, whoever 
b e l i e v e s  h a s  e t e r - 
nal life. 48I am the bread of life. 49Your fathers ate 
the manna in the wilderness, and they died. 
50This is the bread that comes down from heaven, 
so that one may eat of it and not die. 51I am the 
living bread that came down from heaven. If 
anyone eats of this bread, he will live forever. And 
the bread that I will give for the life of the world 
is my flesh.”

52 The Jews then disputed among them selves, 
saying, “How can this man give us  his flesh to 
eat?” 53 So Jesus said to them, “Truly, truly, I say 
to you, unless you eat the flesh of the Son of 
Man and drink his blood, you have no life in 
you. 54Whoever feeds on my flesh and drinks my 
blood has eternal life, and I will raise him up on 
the last day. 55For my flesh is true food, and my 
blood is true drink. 56Whoever feeds on my flesh 
and drinks my blood abides in me, and I in him. 
57As the liv ing Father sent me, and I live because 
of the Father, so whoever feeds on me, he also 
will live because of me. 58This is the bread that 

came down from heaven, not like the bread1 the 
fathers ate and died. Whoever feeds on  
this bread will live forever.” 59 Jesus2 said these 
things in the synagogue, as he taught at 
Capernaum.

The Words oF eTernal liFe
60 When many of his disciples heard it,  

they said, “This is a hard saying; who can  
listen to it?” 61 But Jesus, knowing in himself that 
his disciples were grumbling about this, said to 
them, “Do you take offense at this? 62Then what 
if you were to see the Son of Man ascending to 
where he was before? 63It is the Spirit who gives 
life; the flesh is no help at all. The words that I 
have spoken to you are spirit and life. 64But there 
are some of you who do not believe.” (For Jesus 
knew from the beginning who those were who 
did not believe, and who it was who would betray 
h i m . )  6 5  A n d  
he said, “This is why I told you that no one can 
come to me unless it is granted him by the 
Father.”

66 After this many of his disciples turned back 
and no longer walked with him. 67 So Jesus said 
to the Twelve, “Do you want to go away as well?” 
68 Simon Peter answered him, “Lord, to whom 
shall we go? You have the words of eternal life, 
69 and we have believed, and have come to know, 
that you are the Holy One of God.” 70 Jesus 
answered them, “Did I not choose you, the 
Twelve? And yet one of you is a devil.” 71 He 
spoke of Judas the son of Simon Iscariot, for he, 
one of the Twelve, was going to betray him.

Jesus aT The FeasT oF BooThs

7 After this Jesus went about in Galilee. He 
would not go about in Judea, because the 

Jews3 were seeking to kill him. 2 Now the  
Jews’ Feast of Booths was at hand. 3 So his broth-
ers4 said to him, “Leave here and go to Judea, that 
your disciples also may see the works you are 
doing. 4 For no one works in secret if he seeks to 
be known openly. If you do these things, show 
yourself to the world.” 5 For not even his brothers 
believed in him. 6 Jesus said to them, “My time 
has not yet come, but your time is always here. 
7The world cannot hate you, but it hates me  
because I testify about it that its works are  
evil. 8You go up to the feast. I am not5 going up 
to this feast, for my time has not yet fully come.” 
9 After saying this, he remained in Galilee.

1 Greek lacks the bread 2 Greek He 3 Or Judeans 4 Or brothers and sisters; also verses 5, 10 5 Some manuscripts add yet a Isa. 54:13 
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To read
Chapters 4-6: Know Jesus. Know Yourself.
• They saw for themselves (John 4)
• You can know about God without knowing God (John 5)
• What God wants: Believe (John 6)

KnoW Jesus. KnoW yourselF.

Most of us know someone who knows Jesus. Maybe it’s a friend or
relative. Maybe it’s your 84-year-old grandma. But can you honestly  
say that you know Jesus for yourself?

In the fourth chapter of John, there’s a story about the woman at
the well. Let’s call her Susan. Jesus is thirsty, sits down at a well 
where Susan is drawing water and asks her for a drink. By the way 
Susan responds, we can tell that this request is out of the ordinary.  
Jesus’ love uses extra-ordinary methods to get the attention of  
ordinary people like us!

As they’re talking, Susan realizes that Jesus is unlike anyone she
has ever met. He talks about “living water” (4:10). Just before Susan 
calls the loony bin, Jesus tells her things about herself there’s no way 
He could know! After He speaks words of life to her, Susan runs back  
to her town and reports to everyone, “Can this be the Christ?” (4:29). 
When you encounter Jesus, the most natural thing to do is tell others!

You need to see this! Because of Susan’s testimony, her whole
town wants to meet Jesus for themselves and later says, “It is no 
longer because of what you said that we believe, for we have heard  
for ourselves, and we know that this is indeed the Savior of the world”  
(4:42).

Everywhere Jesus goes, people encounter His love and power. Some 
reject Him while others believe and experience transformation (4:53,  
5:8). It’s important to note that Jesus’ power is available only to those 
who encounter Jesus for themselves. It’s not enough to simply go 
through the motions. We must meet with Jesus!
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Notice the contrast between the characters in these chapters.
Those who come to Jesus full of pride leave empty handed, while  
those who come unashamedly with their needs experience 
fulfillment. It’s not about knowing the right words to say, it’s about  
being real about what’s on your heart with God and coming in faith.

“Truly, truly, I say to you, whoever hears my word and believes him
who sent me has eternal life. He does not come into judgment, but  
has passed from death to life.” - John 5:24

While Jesus readily meets the needs of those around Him, He
always points to true satisfaction. He miraculously feeds the 5,000 
with fish and bread, but goes on to say, “Do not labor for the food 
that perishes, but for the food that endures to eternal life...” (6:27). In 
other words, Jesus wants to take care of you — and what He has to  
offer is far better than a fish sandwich! Jesus is, “...the Bread of Life”  
(6:35) that will never grow stale or moldy. Jesus wants to give you 
life, and it comes by believing in Him. “Truly, truly, I say to you,  
whoever believes has eternal life” (6:47).

quesTions To consider:

What is the woman at the well interested in (John 4:15)? What is 
Jesus actually offering her?

Why do the crowds follow Jesus (John 6:2)? Is this really the same 
as knowing Him?

What does God want for you? (John 6:40)
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10 But after his brothers had gone up to  

the feast, then he also went up, not publicly but 
in private. 11 The Jews were looking for him at the 
feast, and saying, “Where is he?” 12 And there was 
much muttering about him among the people. 
While some said, “He is a good man,” others said, 
“No, he is leading the people astray.” 13 Yet for fear 
of the Jews no one spoke openly of him.

14 About the middle of the feast Jesus went up 
into the temple and began teaching. 15 The Jews 
therefore marveled, saying, “How is it that this 
man has learning,1 when he has never studied?” 
16 So Jesus answered them, “My teaching is not 
mine, but his who sent me. 17If anyone’s will is to 
do God’s2 will, he will know whether the teaching 
is from God or whether I am speaking on my own 
authority. 18The one who speaks on his own 
authority seeks his own glory; but the one who 
seeks the glory of him who sent him is true, and 
in him there is no falsehood. 19Has not Moses 
given you the law? Yet none of you keeps the law. 
Why do you seek to kill me?” 20 The crowd 
answered, “You have a demon! Who is seeking to 
kill you?” 21 Jesus answered them, “I did one work, 
and you all marvel at it. 22Moses gave you circum-
cision (not that it is from Moses, but from the 
fathers), and you circumcise a man on the 
Sabbath. 23If on the Sabbath a man receives cir-
cumcision, so that the law of Moses may not be 
broken, are you angry with me because on the 
Sabbath I made a man’s whole body well? 24Do 
not judge by appearances, but judge with right 
judgment.”

can This Be The chrisT?
25 Some of the people of Jerusalem therefore 

said, “Is not this the man whom they seek to kill? 
26 And here he is, speaking openly, and they say 
nothing to him! Can it be that the authorities 
really know that this is the Christ? 27 But we know 
where this man comes from, and when the Christ 
appears, no one will know where he comes from.” 
28 So Jesus proclaimed, as he taught in the temple, 
“You know me, and you know where I come 
f r o m ?  B u t  
I have not come of my own accord. He who sent 
me is true, and him you do not know.  
29I know him, for I come from him, and he sent 
me.” 30 So they were seeking to arrest him, but no 
one laid a hand on him, because his hour had not 
yet come. 31 Yet many of the people believed in 
him. They said, “When the

Christ appears, will he do more signs than this 
man has done?”
oFFicers senT To arresT Jesus

32 The Pharisees heard the crowd muttering 
these things about him, and the chief priests and 
Pharisees sent officers to arrest him. 33 Jesus then 
said, “I will be with you a little longer, and then I 
am going to him who sent me. 34You will seek me 
and you will not find me. Where I am you can-
not come.” 35 The Jews said to one another, 
“Where does this man intend to go that we will 
not find him? Does he intend to go to the 
Dispersion among the Greeks and teach the 
Greeks? 36 What does he mean by saying, ‘You will 
s e e k  m e  a n d  
you will not find me,’ and, ‘Where I am you 
cannot come’?”
rivers oF livinG WaTer

37 On the last day of the feast, the great day, 
Jesus stood up and cried out, “If anyone thirsts, let 
him come to me and drink. 38Whoever believes 
in me, as3 the Scripture has said, ‘Out of his heart 
will flow rivers of living water.’” 39 Now this he 
said about the Spirit, whom those who believed 
in him were to receive, for as yet the Spirit had 
not been given, because Jesus was not yet 
glorified.
division amonG The people

40 When they heard these words, some of the 
people said, “This really is the Prophet.” 41 Others 
said, “This is the Christ.” But some said, “Is the 
Christ to come from Galilee? 42 Has not the 
Scripture said that the Christ comes from the 
offspring of David, and comes from Bethlehem, 
the village where David was?” 43 So there was a 
division among the people over him. 44 Some of 
them wanted to arrest him, but no one laid hands 
on him.

45 The officers then came to the chief priests 
and Pharisees, who said to them, “Why did you 
not bring him?” 46 The officers answered, “No one 
ever spoke like this man!” 47 The Pharisees 
answered them, “Have you also been deceived? 
48 Have any of the authorities or the Pharisees 
believed in him? 49 But this crowd that does not 
know the law is accursed.” 50 Nicodemus, who 
had gone to him before, and who was one of 
them, said to them, 51 “Does our law judge a man 
without first giving him a hearing and learning 
what he does?” 52 They replied, “Are you from 
Galilee too? Search and see that no prophet arises 
from Galilee.”

1 Or this man knows his letters 2 Greek his 3 Or let him come to me, and let him who believes in me drink. As 

John 7:52
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[The earliesT manuscripTs do noT 
include 7:53–8:11.]1

The Woman cauGhT in adulTery

8 53 [[They went each to his own house, 
1 but Jesus went to the Mount of Olives. 

2 Early in the morning he came again to the tem-
ple. All the people came to him, and he sat down 
and taught them. 3 The scribes and the Pharisees 
brought a woman who had  
been caught in adultery, and placing her in  
the midst 4 they said to him, “Teacher, this 
woman has been caught in the act of adultery. 
5 Now in the Law Moses commanded us to stone 
such women. So what do you say?” 6 This they 
said to test him, that they might have some charge 
to bring against him. Jesus bent down and wrote 
with his finger on the ground. 7 And as they 
continued to ask him, he stood up and said to 
them, “Let him who is without sin among you be 
the first to throw a stone at her.” 8 And once more 
he bent down and wrote on the ground. 9 But 
when they heard it, they went away one by one, 
beginning with the older ones, and Jesus was left 
alone with the woman standing before him. 
10 Jesus stood up and said to her, “Woman, where 
are they? Has no one condemned you?” 11 She 
said, “No one, Lord.” And Jesus said, “Neither do 
I condemn you; go, and from now on sin no 
more.”]]
i am The liGhT oF The World

12 Again Jesus spoke to them, saying, “I  
am the light of the world. Whoever follows me 
will not walk in darkness, but will have the light 
of life.” 13 So the Pharisees said to him, “You are 
bearing witness about yourself; your testimony is 
not true.” 14 Jesus answered, “Even if I do bear 
witness about myself, my testimony is true, for I 
know where I came from and where I am going, 
but you do not know where I come from or 
where I am going. 15You judge according to the 
flesh; I judge no one. 16Yet even if I do judge, my 
judgment is true, for it is not I alone who judge, 
but I and the Father2 who sent me.  
17In your Law it is written that the testimony of 
two people is true. 18I am the one who bears 
witness about myself, and the Father who sent me 
bears witness about me.” 19 They said to him 
therefore, “Where is your Father?” Jesus answered, 
“You know neither me nor my Father. If you 
knew me, you would know my Father also.” 
20 These words he spoke in

the treasury, as he taught in the temple; but  
no one arrested him, because his hour had  
not yet come.

21 So he said to them again, “I am going away, 
and you will seek me, and you will die in your sin. 
Where I am going, you cannot come.” 22 So the 
Jews said, “Will he kill himself, since he says, 
‘Where I am going, you cannot come’?” 23 He said 
to them, “You are from below; I am from above. 
You are of this world; I am not of this world. 24I 
told you that you would die in your sins, for 
unless you believe that I am he you will die in 
your sins.” 25 So they said to him, “Who are you?” 
Jesus said to them, “Just what I have been telling 
you from the beginning. 26I have much to say 
a b o u t  
you and much to judge, but he who sent me is 
true, and I declare to the world what I have heard 
from him.” 27 They did not understand that he 
had been speaking to them about the Father. 28 So 
Jesus said to them, “When you have lifted up the 
Son of Man, then you will know that I am he, 
and that I do nothing on my own authority, but 
speak just as the Father taught me. 29And he who 
sent me is with me. He has not left me alone, for 
I always do the things that are pleasing to him.” 
30 As he was saying these things, many believed in 
him.

The TruTh Will seT you Free
31 So Jesus said to the Jews who had believed in 

him, “If you abide in my word, you are truly my 
disciples, 32and you will know the truth, and the 
truth will set you free.” 33 They answered him, 
“We are offspring of Abraham and have never 
been enslaved to anyone. How is it that you say, 
‘You will become free’?”

34 Jesus answered them, “Truly, truly, I say to 
you, everyone who commits sin is a slave3 to sin. 
35The slave does not remain in the house forever; 
the son remains forever. 36So if the Son sets you 
free, you will be free indeed. 37I know that you are 
offspring of Abraham; yet you seek to kill me 
because my word finds  
no place in you. 38I speak of what I have seen 
with my Father, and you do what you have heard 
from your father.”

you are oF your FaTher The devil
39 They answered him, “Abraham is our father.” 

Jesus said to them, “If you were Abraham’s chil-
dren, you would be doing

1 Some manuscripts do not include 7:53–8:11; others add the passage here or after 7:36 or after 21:25 or after Luke 21:38, with variations in the text 2 Some 
manuscripts he 3 Greek bondservant; also verse 35 

John 7:53
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the works Abraham did, 40but now you seek to kill 
me, a man who has told you the truth that I 
heard from God. This is not what Abraham did. 
41You are doing the works your father did.” They 
said to him, “We were not born of sexual immo-
rality. We have one Father—even God.” 42 Jesus 
said to them, “If God were your Father, you 
would love me, for I came from God and I am 
here. I came not of my own accord, but he sent 
me. 43Why do you not understand what I say? It 
is because you cannot bear to hear my word. 
44You are of your father the devil, and your will is 
to do your father’s desires. He was a murderer 
from the beginning, and has nothing to do with 
the truth, because there is no truth in him. When 
he lies, he speaks out of his own character,  
for he is a liar and the father of lies. 45But because 
I tell the truth, you do not believe  
me. 46Which one of you convicts me of sin? If I 
tell the truth, why do you not believe me? 
47Whoever is of God hears the words of God. 
The reason why you do not hear them is that you 
are not of God.”

BeFore aBraham Was, i am
48 The Jews answered him, “Are we not right in 

saying that you are a Samaritan and have  
a demon?” 49 Jesus answered, “I do not have a 
demon, but I honor my Father, and you dishonor 
me. 50Yet I do not seek my own glory; there is 
One who seeks it, and he is the judge. 51Truly, 
truly, I say to you, if anyone keeps my word, he 
will never see death.” 52 The Jews said to him, 
“Now we know that you have a demon! Abraham 
died, as did the prophets, yet you say, ‘If anyone 
keeps my word, he will never taste death.’ 53 Are 
you greater than our father Abraham, who died? 
And the prophets died! Who do you make your-
self out to be?” 54 Jesus answered, “If I glorify 
myself, my glory is nothing. It is my Father who 
glorifies me, of whom you say, ‘He is our God.’1 
55But you have not known him. I know him. If 
I were to say that I do not know him, I would be 
a liar like you, but I do know him and I keep his 
word. 56Your father Abraham rejoiced that he 
would see my day. He saw it and was glad.” 57 So 
the Jews said to him, “You are not yet fifty years 
old, and have you seen Abraham?”2 58 Jesus said 
to them, “Truly, truly, I say to you, before 
Abraham was, I am.” 59 So they picked up stones 
to throw at him, but Jesus hid himself and went 
out of the temple.

Jesus heals a man Born Blind

9 As he passed by, he saw a man blind  
from birth. 2 And his disciples asked him, 

“Rabbi, who sinned, this man or his parents, that 
he was born blind?” 3 Jesus answered, “It was not 
that this man sinned, or his parents, but that the 
works of God might be displayed in him. 4We 
must work the works of him who sent me while 
it is day; night is coming, when no one can work. 
5As long as I am in the world, I am the light of 
the world.” 6 Having said these things, he spat on 
the ground and made mud with the saliva. Then 
he anointed the man’s eyes with the mud 7 and 
s a i d  t o  
him, “Go, wash in the pool of Siloam” (which 
means Sent). So he went and washed and came 
back seeing.

8 The neighbors and those who had seen him 
before as a beggar were saying, “Is this not the 
man who used to sit and beg?” 9 Some said, “It is 
he.” Others said, “No, but he is  
like him.” He kept saying, “I am the man.” 10 So 
they said to him, “Then how were your eyes 
opened?” 11 He answered, “The man called Jesus 
made mud and anointed my eyes and said to me, 
‘Go to Siloam and wash.’ So I went and washed 
and received my sight.” 12 They said to him, 
“Where is he?” He said, “I do  
not know.”

13 They brought to the Pharisees the man who 
had formerly been blind. 14 Now it was a Sabbath 
day when Jesus made the mud and opened his 
eyes. 15 So the Pharisees again asked him how he 
had received his sight. And he said to them, “He 
put mud on my eyes, and  
I washed, and I see.” 16 Some of the Pharisees said, 
“This man is not from God, for he does not keep 
the Sabbath.” But others said, “How can a man 
who is a sinner do such signs?” And there was a 
division among them. 17 So they said again to the 
blind man, “What do you say about him, since 
he has opened your eyes?” He said, “He is a 
prophet.”

18 The Jews did not believe that he had  
been blind and had received his sight, until they 
called the parents of the man who had received 
his sight 19 and asked them, “Is this your son, who 
you say was born blind?  
How then does he now see?” 20 His parents 
answered, “We know that this is our son and that 
he was born blind. 21 But how he now sees we do 
not know, nor do we know who opened his eyes. 
Ask him; he is of age. He will speak for himself.” 
22 (His parents said these things because they 
feared the Jews, for the

1 Some manuscripts your God 2 Some manuscripts has Abraham seen you? 

John 9:22



26

Jews had already agreed that if anyone should 
confess Jesus1 to be Christ, he was to be put out 
of the synagogue.) 23 Therefore his parents said, 
“He is of age; ask him.”

24 So for the second time they called the man 
who had been blind and said to him, “Give glory 
to God. We know that this man is a sinner.” 25 He 
answered, “Whether he is a sinner I do not know. 
One thing I do know, that though I was blind, 
now I see.” 26 They said to him, “What did he do 
to you? How did he open your eyes?” 27 He 
answered them, “I have told you already, and you 
would not listen. Why do you want to hear it 
again? Do you also want to become his disciples?” 
28 And they reviled him, saying, “You are his dis-
ciple, but we are disciples of Moses. 29 We know 
that God has spoken to Moses, but as for this 
man, we do not know where he comes from.” 
30 The man answered, “Why, this is an amazing 
thing! You do not know where he comes from, 
and yet he opened my eyes. 31 We know that God 
does not listen to sinners, but if anyone is a wor-
shiper of God and does his will, God listens to 
him. 32 Never since the world began has it been 
heard that anyone opened the eyes of a man born 
blind. 33 If this man were not from God, he could 
do nothing.” 34 They answered him, “You were 
born in utter sin, and would you teach us?” And 
they cast him out.

35 Jesus heard that they had cast him out, and 
having found him he said, “Do you believe in the 
Son of Man?”2 36 He answered, “And who is he, 
sir, that I may believe in him?” 37 Jesus said to him, 
“You have seen him, and it is he who is speaking 
to you.” 38 He said, “Lord, I believe,” and he 
worshiped him. 39 Jesus said, “For judgment I 
came into this world, that those who do not see 
may see, and those who see may become blind.” 
40 Some of the Pharisees near him heard these 
things, and said to him, “Are we also blind?” 
41 Jesus said to them, “If you were blind, you 
would have no guilt;3 but now that you say, ‘We 
see,’ your guilt remains.

i am The Good shepherd

10 “Truly, truly, I say to you, he who does not 
enter the sheepfold by the door but climbs 

in by another way, that man is a thief and a rob-
ber. 2But he who enters by the door is the shep-
herd of the sheep. 3To him the gatekeeper opens. 
The sheep hear his voice, and he calls his own 
sheep by name and leads

them out. 4When he has brought out all his own, 
he goes before them, and the sheep follow him, 
for they know his voice. 5A stranger they will not 
follow, but they will flee from him, for they do 
not know the voice of strangers.” 6 This figure of 
speech Jesus used with them, but they did not 
understand what he was saying to them.

7 So Jesus again said to them, “Truly, truly, I say 
to you, I am the door of the sheep. 8All who came 
before me are thieves and robbers, but the sheep 
did not listen to them. 9I am  
the door. If anyone enters by me, he will be saved 
and will go in and out and find pasture. 10The 
thief comes only to steal and kill and destroy. I 
came that they may have life and have it abun-
dantly. 11I am the good shepherd. The good shep-
herd lays down his life for the sheep. 12He who is 
a hired hand and not a shepherd, who does not 
own the sheep, sees the wolf coming and leaves 
the sheep and flees, and the wolf snatches them 
and scatters them. 13He flees because he is a hired 
hand and cares nothing for the sheep. 14I am the 
good shepherd. I know my own and my own 
know me, 15just as the Father knows me and I 
know the Father; and I lay down my life for the 
sheep. 16And I have other sheep that are not of 
this fold. I must bring them also, and they will 
listen to my voice. So there will be one flock, one 
shepherd. 17For this reason the Father loves me, 
because I lay down my life that I may take it up 
again. 18No one takes it from me, but I lay it 
down of my own accord. I have authority to lay 
it down, and I have authority to take it up again. 
This charge I have received from my Father.”

19 There was again a division among the Jews 
because of these words. 20 Many of them said, 
“He has a demon, and is insane; why listen to 
him?” 21 Others said, “These are not the words of 
one who is oppressed by a demon. Can a demon 
open the eyes of the blind?”

i and The FaTher are one
22 At that time the Feast of Dedication took 

place at Jerusalem. It was winter, 23 and Jesus was 
walking in the temple, in the colonnade of 
Solomon. 24 So the Jews gathered around him and 
said to him, “How long will you keep us in sus-
pense? If you are the Christ,  
tell us plainly.” 25 Jesus answered them, “I told 
you, and you do not believe. The works that I do 
in my Father’s name bear witness about

1 Greek him 2 Some manuscripts the Son of God 3 Greek you would not have sin 
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To read
Chapters 7-9: The Judge . . . who Saves?
• Not by appearance, but with right judgment (John 7)
• The adulteress, light, truth and freedom (John 8)
• The blind see and the seeing become blind (John 9)

a JudGe . . . Who saves?

When people think of the Church today, they often think of stuffy, 
fingerpointing people always telling others they are messed up. What’s  
interesting is that the Gospel of John shows Jesus doing the opposite. 
Look to Jesus — don’t look to the crowd.

In John 7, Jesus is in the temple during a religious feast and
everyone is trying to figure out who He really is. Jesus’ power and
growing influence is intimidating to those who seek to use religion,
business or politics for selfish gain. As leaders point their fingers at  
Jesus in accusation, His response exposes their hypocrisy and need.  
“None of you keep the law. . . . Do not judge by appearances, but  
judge with right judgment” (7:19, 24). Ultimately, no matter who we are  
or how perfect we appear, no one can keep God’s law perfectly. We all 
need a Savior.

In John 8, leaders bring a woman guilty of sin before Jesus.
According to their law, she deserves death, and they want to see how  
this “loving” teacher responds. To the shock of everyone, Jesus leaves 
the crowd to stand next to the guilty woman! He says, “Let him who is 
without sin among you be the first to throw a stone at her” (8:7). As the 
leaders walk away, Jesus looks to the woman and says, “Neither do I 
condemn you; go, and from now on sin no more” (8:11). Religion tries 
to make faith all about rules and judgment. Jesus came to give you 
love and power to live the life you were made for.

As God, Jesus has every right to judge us. We sin; Jesus didn’t. He
says, “everyone who practices sin is a slave to sin” (8:34). Yet just after 
this Jesus says, “If the Son sets you free, you will be free indeed”  
(8:36).

devo
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The very One who has the right to judge you and me is the One
who stands up for us and saves us from our sin. No one says it better
than Jesus after He heals a man born blind: “For judgment I came into
this world,” Jesus said, “that those who do not see may see, and 
those who see may become blind” (9:39).

quesTions To consider:

Why does God judge us? (Hint: see John 3:19.)

Read John 8-11 again. How does Jesus respond to the woman,  
and what can you learn about responding to others?

Why do bad things happen to good people? (John 9:3)
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me, 26but you do not believe because you are not 
part of my flock. 27My sheep hear my voice, and 
I know them, and they follow me. 28I give them 
eternal life, and they will never perish, and no one 
will snatch them out of  
my hand. 29My Father, who has given them to 
me,1 is greater than all, and no one is able to 
snatch them out of the Father’s hand. 30I and the 
Father are one.”

31 The Jews picked up stones again to stone 
him. 32 Jesus answered them, “I have shown you 
many good works from the Father; for which of 
them are you going to stone me?” 33 The Jews 
answered him, “It is not for a good work that we 
are going to stone you but for blasphemy, because 
you, being a man, make yourself God.” 34 Jesus 
answered them, “Is it not written in your Law, a ‘I 
said, you are gods’? 35If he called them gods to 
w h o m  t h e  w o r d  
of God came—and Scripture cannot be bro-
ken— 36do you say of him whom the Father 
consecrated and sent into the world, ‘You are 
blaspheming,’ because I said, ‘I am the Son of 
God’? 37If I am not doing the works of my Father, 
then do not believe me; 38but if I do them, even 
though you do not believe me, believe the works, 
that you may know and understand that the 
Father is in me and I am in the Father.” 39 Again 
they sought to arrest him, but he escaped from 
their hands.

40 He went away again across the Jordan to the 
place where John had been baptizing at first, and 
there he remained. 41 And many came to him. 
And they said, “John did no sign, but everything 
that John said about this man was true.” 42 And 
many believed in him there.
The deaTh oF lazarus

11 Now a certain man was ill, Lazarus of 
Bethany, the village of Mary and her sister 

Martha. 2 It was Mary who anointed the Lord 
with ointment and wiped his feet with her hair, 
whose brother Lazarus was ill. 3 So the sisters sent 
to him, saying, “Lord, he whom you love is ill.” 
4 But when Jesus heard it he said, “This illness 
does not lead to death. It is for the glory of God, 
so that the Son of God may be glorified through 
it.”

5 Now Jesus loved Martha and her sister and 
Lazarus. 6 So, when he heard that Lazarus2 was ill, 
he stayed two days longer in the place where he 
was. 7 Then after this he said to the disciples, “Let 
us go to Judea again.” 8 The

disciples said to him, “Rabbi, the Jews were just 
now seeking to stone you, and are you going 
there again?” 9 Jesus answered, “Are there not 
twelve hours in the day? If anyone walks in the 
day, he does not stumble, because he sees the 
light of this world. 10But if anyone walks in the 
night, he stumbles, because the light is not in 
him.” 11 After saying these things, he said to them, 
“Our friend Lazarus has fallen asleep, but I go to 
awaken him.” 12 The disciples said to him, “Lord, 
if he has fallen asleep, he will recover.” 13 Now 
Jesus had spoken of his death, but they thought 
that he meant taking rest in sleep. 14 Then Jesus 
told them plainly, “Lazarus has died, 15and for 
your sake I am glad that I was not there, so that 
you may believe. But let us go to him.” 16 So 
Thomas, called the Twin,3 said to his fellow dis-
ciples, “Let us also go, that we may die with 
him.”
i am The resurrecTion and The liFe

17 Now when Jesus came, he found that 
Lazarus had already been in the tomb four days. 
18 Bethany was near Jerusalem, about two miles4 
off, 19 and many of the Jews had come to Martha 
and Mary to console them concerning their 
brother. 20 So when Martha heard that Jesus was 
coming, she went and met him, but Mary 
remained seated in the house. 21 Martha said to 
Jesus, “Lord, if you had been here,  
my brother would not have died. 22 But even now 
I know that whatever you ask from God, God 
will give you.” 23 Jesus said to her, “Your brother 
will rise again.” 24 Martha said to him, “I know 
that he will rise again in the resurrection on the 
last day.” 25 Jesus said to her, “I am the resurrection 
and the life.5 Whoever believes in me, though he 
die, yet shall he live, 26and everyone who lives and 
believes in me shall never die. Do you believe 
t h i s ? ”  27  S h e  s a i d  
to him, “Yes, Lord; I believe that you are the 
Christ, the Son of God, who is coming into the 
world.”
Jesus Weeps

28 When she had said this, she went and called 
her sister Mary, saying in private, “The Teacher is 
here and is calling for you.” 29 And when she 
heard it, she rose quickly and went to him. 
30 Now Jesus had not yet come into the village, 
but was still in the place where Martha had met 
him. 31 When the Jews who were with her in the 
house, consoling her, saw

1 Some manuscripts What my Father has given to me 2 Greek he; also verse 17 3 Greek Didymus 4 Greek fifteen stadia; a stadion was about 607 feet or 185 meters 
5 Some manuscripts omit and the life a Ps. 82:6 
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Mary rise quickly and go out, they followed 
her, supposing that she was going to the tomb to 
weep there. 32 Now when Mary came to where 
Jesus was and saw him, she  
fell at his feet, saying to him, “Lord, if you  
had been here, my brother would not have died.” 
33 When Jesus saw her weeping, and the Jews who 
had come with her also weeping,  
he was deeply moved in his spirit and greatly 
troubled. 34 And he said, “Where have you laid 
him?” They said to him, “Lord, come and see.” 
35 Jesus wept. 36 So the Jews said, “See how he 
loved him!” 37 But some of them said, “Could not 
he who opened the eyes of the blind man also 
have kept this man from dying?”
Jesus raises lazarus

38 Then Jesus, deeply moved again, came to the 
tomb. It was a cave, and a stone lay against it. 
39 Jesus said, “Take away the stone.” Martha, the 
sister of the dead man, said to him, “Lord, by this 
time there will be an odor, for he has been dead 
four days.” 40 Jesus said to her, “Did I not tell you 
that if you believed you would see the glory of 
God?” 41 So they took away the stone. And Jesus 
lifted up his eyes and said, “Father, I thank you 
that you have heard me. 42I knew that you always 
hear me, but I said this on account of the people 
standing around, that they may believe that you 
sent me.” 43 When he had said these things, he 
cried out with a loud voice, “Lazarus, come out.” 
44 The man who had died came out, his hands 
and feet bound with linen strips, and his face 
wrapped with a cloth. Jesus said to them, 
“Unbind him, and let him go.”
The ploT To Kill Jesus

45 Many of the Jews therefore, who had come 
with Mary and had seen what he did, believed in 
him, 46 but some of them went to the Pharisees 
and told them what Jesus had done. 47 So the 
chief priests and the Pharisees gathered the 
Council and said, “What are we to do? For this 
man performs many signs.  
48 If we let him go on like this, everyone will 
believe in him, and the Romans will come  
and take away both our place and our  
nation.” 49 But one of them, Caiaphas, who was 
high priest that year, said to them, “You know 
nothing at all. 50 Nor do you understand that it is 
better for you that one man should die for the 
people, not that the whole nation should perish.” 
51  He did not say this

of his own accord, but being high priest that year 
he prophesied that Jesus would die for the nation, 
52 and not for the nation only, but also to gather 
into one the children of God who are scattered 
abroad. 53 So from that day on they made plans 
to put him to death.

54 Jesus therefore no longer walked openly 
among the Jews, but went from there to  
the region near the wilderness, to a town called 
Ephraim, and there he stayed with the disciples.

55 Now the Passover of the Jews was at hand, 
and many went up from the country to Jerusalem 
before the Passover to purify themselves. 56 They 
were looking for1 Jesus and saying to one another 
as they stood in the temple, “What do you think? 
That he will not come to the feast at all?” 57 Now 
the chief priests and the Pharisees had given orders 
that if anyone knew where he was, he should let 
them know, so that they might arrest him.

mary anoinTs Jesus aT BeThany

12 Six days before the Passover, Jesus therefore 
came to Bethany, where Lazarus was, 

whom Jesus had raised from the dead. 2 So they 
gave a dinner for him there. Martha served, and 
Lazarus was one of those reclining with him at 
table. 3 Mary therefore took a pound2 of expensive 
ointment made from pure nard, and anointed the 
feet of Jesus and wiped his feet with her hair. The 
house was filled with the fragrance of the per-
fume. 4 But Judas Iscariot, one of his disciples (he 
who was about to betray him), said, 5 “Why was 
this ointment not sold for three hundred denarii3 
and given to the poor?” 6 He said this, not because 
he cared about the poor, but because he was a 
thief, and having charge  
of the moneybag he used to help himself to what 
was put into it. 7 Jesus said, “Leave her alone, so 
that she may keep it4 for the day of my burial. 
8For the poor you always have with you, but you 
do not always have me.”

The ploT To Kill lazarus
9 When the large crowd of the Jews learned that 

Jesus5 was there, they came, not only on account 
of him but also to see Lazarus, whom he had 
raised from the dead. 10 So the chief priests made 
plans to put Lazarus to death as well, 11 because 
on account of him many of the Jews were going 
away and believing in Jesus.

1 Greek were seeking for 2 Greek litra; a litra (or Roman pound) was equal to about 11 1/2 ounces or 327 grams 3 A denarius was a day’s wage for a laborer 4 Or Leave 
her alone; she intended to keep it 5 Greek he 
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The Triumphal enTry
12 The next day a the large crowd that had come 

to the feast heard that Jesus was coming to 
Jerusalem. 13 So they took branches of palm trees 
and went out to meet him, crying out, “Hosanna! 
Blessed is he who comes in the name of the Lord, 
even the King of Israel!” 14 And Jesus found a 
young donkey and sat on it, just as it is written,
15 b “ Fear not, daughter of Zion;
  behold, your king is coming,
  sitting on a donkey’s colt!”
16 His disciples did not understand these things at 
first, but when Jesus was glorified, then they 
remembered that these things had been written 
about him and had been done to him. 17 The 
crowd that had been with him when  
he called Lazarus out of the tomb and raised him 
from the dead continued to bear witness. 18 The 
reason why the crowd went to meet him was that 
they heard he had done this sign. 19 So the 
Pharisees said to one another, “You see that you 
are gaining nothing. Look, the world has gone 
after him.”
some GreeKs seeK Jesus

20 Now among those who went up to worship 
at the feast were some Greeks. 21 So these came to 
Philip, who was from Bethsaida  
in Galilee, and asked him, “Sir, we wish to  
see Jesus.” 22 Philip went and told Andrew; 
Andrew and Philip went and told Jesus. 23 And 
Jesus answered them, “The hour has come for the 
Son of Man to be glorified. 24Truly, truly,  
I say to you, unless a grain of wheat falls into the 
earth and dies, it remains alone; but if it dies, it 
bears much fruit. 25Whoever loves his life loses it, 
and whoever hates his life in this world will keep 
it for eternal life. 26If anyone serves me, he must 
follow me; and where I am, there will my servant 
be also. If anyone serves me, the Father will honor 
him.
The son oF man musT Be liFTed up

27“Now is my soul troubled. And what shall I 
say? ‘Father, save me from this hour’? But  
for this purpose I have come to this hour. 28Father, 
glorify your name.” Then a voice came from 
heaven: “I have glorified it, and I will glorify it 
again.” 29 The crowd that stood there and heard it 
said that it had thundered. Others said, “An angel 
has spoken to him.” 30 Jesus answered, “This voice 
has come for your sake, not mine. 31Now is the 
j u d g m e n t

of this world; now will the ruler of this world be 
cast out. 32And I, when I am lifted up from the 
earth, will draw all people to myself.” 33 He said 
this to show by what kind of death he was going 
to die. 34 So the crowd answered him, “We have 
heard from the Law that the Christ remains for-
ever. How can you say that the Son of Man must 
be lifted up? Who is this Son of Man?” 35 So Jesus 
said to them, “The light is among you for a little 
while longer. Walk while you have the light, lest 
darkness overtake you. The one who walks in the 
darkness does not know where he is going. 
36While you have the light, believe in the light, 
that you may become sons of light.”
The unBelieF oF The people

When Jesus had said these things, he departed 
and hid himself from them. 37 Though he had 
done so many signs before them, they still did not 
believe in him, 38 so that the  
word spoken by the prophet Isaiah might be 
fulfilled:

 c “ Lord, who has believed what he heard 
from us,

  and to whom has the arm of the Lord 
been revealed?”

39 Therefore they could not believe. For again 
Isaiah said,
40 d “ He has blinded their eyes
  and hardened their heart,
  lest they see with their eyes,
  and understand with their heart, and 

turn,
  and I would heal them.”
41 Isaiah said these things because he saw his glory 
and spoke of him. 42 Nevertheless, many even of 
the authorities believed in him, but for fear of the 
Pharisees they did not confess it, so that they 
would not be put out of the synagogue; 43 for they 
loved the glory that comes from man more than 
the glory that comes from God.
Jesus came To save The World

44 And Jesus cried out and said, “Whoever 
believes in me, believes not in me but in him who 
sent me. 45And whoever sees me sees him who 
sent me. 46I have come into the world as light, so 
that whoever believes in me may not remain in 
darkness. 47If anyone hears my words and does 
not keep them, I do not judge him; for I did not 
come to judge the world but to save the world. 
4 8T h e  o n e  w h o
rejects me and does not receive my words  
has a judge; the word that I have spoken will 

a For 12:12-15 see parallels Matt. 21:4-9; Mark 11:7-10; Luke 19:35-38 b Zech. 9:9 c Isa. 53:1 d Isa. 6:10 
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judge him on the last day. 49For I have not spoken 
on my own authority, but the Father who sent me 
has himself given me a commandment—what to 
say and what to speak. 50And I know that his 
commandment is eternal life. What I say, there-
fore, I say as the Father has told me.”
Jesus Washes The disciples’ FeeT

13 Now before the Feast of the Passover, when 
Jesus knew that his hour had come to 

depart out of this world to the Father, having 
loved his own who were in the world, he loved 
them to the end. 2 During supper, when the devil 
had already put it into the heart of Judas Iscariot, 
Simon’s son, to betray him, 3 Jesus, knowing that 
the Father had given all things into his hands, and 
that he had come from God and was going back 
to God, 4 rose from supper. He laid aside his outer 
garments, and taking a towel, tied it around his 
waist. 5 Then he poured water into a basin  
and began to wash the disciples’ feet and to wipe 
them with the towel that was wrapped around 
him. 6 He came to Simon Peter, who said to him, 
“Lord, do you wash my feet?” 7 Jesus answered 
him, “What I am doing you do not understand 
now, but afterward you will understand.” 8 Peter 
said to him, “You shall never wash my feet.” Jesus 
answered him, “If I do not wash you, you have no 
share with me.” 9 Simon Peter said to him, “Lord, 
not my feet only but also my hands and my 
head!” 10 Jesus said to him, “The one who has 
bathed does not need to wash, except for his feet,1 
but is completely clean. And you2 are clean, but 
not every one of you.” 11 For he knew who was to 
betray him; that was why he said, “Not all of you 
are clean.”

12 When he had washed their feet and put on 
his outer garments and resumed his place, he said 
to them, “Do you understand what  
I have done to you? 13You call me Teacher  
and Lord, and you are right, for so I am. 14If  
I then, your Lord and Teacher, have washed your 
feet, you also ought to wash one another’s feet. 
15For I have given you an example, that you also 
should do just as I have done to  
you. 16Truly, truly, I say to you, a servant3 is not 
greater than his master, nor is a messenger greater 
than the one who sent him. 17If you know these 
things, blessed are you if you do them. 18I am not 
speaking of all of you; I know whom I have 
chosen. But the Scripture will be fulfilled,4 a ‘He 
who ate my bread has lifted his heel against me.’ 
19I am telling you this now, before it takes place, 
that when it does take place you may believe that 
I am he. 20Truly, truly, I say to you, whoever 

receives the one I send receives me, and whoever 
receives me receives the one who sent me.”

one oF you Will BeTray me

21 After saying these things, Jesus was troubled 
in his spirit, and testified, “Truly, truly, I say to 
you, one of you will betray me.” 22 The disciples 
looked at one another, uncertain  
of whom he spoke. 23 One of his disciples, whom 
Jesus loved, was reclining at table close to Jesus,5 
24 so Simon Peter motioned to him to ask Jesus6 
of whom he was speaking. 25 So that disciple, 
leaning back against Jesus, said to him, “Lord, 
who is it?” 26 Jesus answered, “It is he to whom I 
will give this morsel of bread when I have dipped 
i t .”  So  w h e n  h e  
had dipped the morsel, he gave it to Judas,  
the son of Simon Iscariot. 27 Then after he  
had taken the morsel, Satan entered into him. 
Jesus said to him, “What you are going to do, do 
quickly.” 28 Now no one at the table knew why he 
said this to him. 29 Some thought that, because 
Judas had the moneybag, Jesus was telling him, 
“Buy what we need for the feast,” or that he 
should give something to the poor. 30 So, after 
receiving the morsel of bread, he immediately 
went out. And it was night.

a neW commandmenT

31 When he had gone out, Jesus said, “Now is 
the Son of Man glorified, and God is glorified in 
him. 32If God is glorified in him, God will also 
glorify him in himself, and glorify him at once. 
33Little children, yet a little while I am with you. 
You will seek me, and just as I said to the Jews, so 
now I also say to you, ‘Where I am going you 
cannot come.’ 34A new commandment I give to 
you, that you love one another: just as I have 
loved you, you also are to love one another. 35By 
this all people will know that you are my disciples, 
if you have love for one another.”

Jesus ForeTells peTer’s denial

36 Simon Peter said to him, “Lord, where  
are you going?” Jesus answered him, “Where I am 
going you cannot follow me now, but you will 
follow afterward.” 37 Peter said to him,

1 Some manuscripts omit except for his feet 2 The Greek words for you in this verse are plural 3 Greek bondservant 4 Greek But in order that the Scripture may be fulfilled 
5 Greek in the bosom of Jesus 6 Greek lacks Jesus a Ps. 41:9 

John 12:49



33

To read
Chapters 10-12: Life and Death
• Abundant life in the Shepherd (John 10)
• The Resurrection and the Life (John 11)
• Becoming children of the light (John 12)

liFe and deaTh

“I am the Good Shepherd who lays down His life for the sheep.” 
- John 10:11

What’s with the sheep? In Jesus’ day, shepherds and sheep were
commonly seen throughout the countryside. Shepherding was a hard  
and thankless job with long hours and little pay. Shepherds spend 
their days surrounded by smelly little animals that were totally  
dependent on the shepherd to eat, find fresh water and safety. Sheep 
are helpless on their own.

When Jesus said, “I am the Good Shepherd,” people understood.
Like sheep need a shepherd to survive, we need Jesus. Like a good
shepherd protects his or her sheep, Jesus protects and even lays 
down His life for us. Like the shepherd must protect against  
predators, Jesus protects us. He says: “The thief comes only to steal  
and kill and destroy. I came that they may have life and have it  
abundantly” (10:10). In a dark and dangerous world, Jesus offers life 
to the full.

Jesus is far more than a good teacher, self-help coach or
paid hourly counselor. As the one who gave His life for you, Jesus
demonstrates His willingness to go to any and every extreme for you
(Romans 5:8). There is no limit to how far Jesus will go to prove His
love for you.

In John 11, Jesus friend’ Lazarus dies, and He weeps at the loss of
His friend (11:35). As fully God, Jesus has power over death. As fully  
man, Jesus experiences the deep pain and sorrow that comes from  
loss. As man, Jesus understands whatever pain you are going 
through. As God, Jesus is able to carry you through.

devo
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When Jesus and His followers arrive at Lazarus’ tomb, it has already
been four days since he died. After witnessing the sadness 
surrounding the scene, Jesus turns to His friends and says, “I am the 
Resurrection and the Life. Whoever believes in Me, though he die, yet  
shall he live, and everyone who lives and believes in Me shall never  
die. Do you believe
this?” (11:25-26). Next, Jesus does something unbelievable. He raises
Lazarus from the dead!

Jesus offers life, power and healing! The question is... are you
alive?

Jesus tells the gathering crowds: “The one who walks in the
darkness does not know where he is going. While you have the light,
believe in the light, that you may become sons of light” (12:35-36). 
When you try to find life on our own, you end up lost and broken.  
Jesus is the light and life you are longing for. “I have come into the 
world as light, so that whoever believes in Me may not remain in  
darkness” (12:46).

When you surrender to Jesus, His light exposes you darkness and
begins to transform you into a child of light.

quesTions To consider:

Who is going to take Jesus’ life? (John 10:18)

Why does Jesus wait to go to see Lazarus? (John 11:15)

Read John 12:24-26. What does this tell you about your life?
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“Lord, why can I not follow you now? I will lay 
down my life for you.” 38 Jesus answered, “Will 
you lay down your life for me? Truly, truly, I say 
to you, the rooster will not crow  
till you have denied me three times.
i am The Way, and The TruTh, and The liFe

14 “Let not your hearts be troubled. Believe in 
God;1 believe also in me. 2In my Father’s 

house are many rooms. If it were not so, would I 
have told you that I go to prepare a place for you?2 
3And if I go and prepare a place for you, I will 
come again and will take you to myself, that 
where I am you may be also. 4And you know the 
way to where I am going.”3 5 Thomas said to him, 
“Lord, we do not know where you are going. 
How can we know the way?” 6 Jesus said to him, 
“I am the way, and the truth, and the life. No one 
comes to the Father except through me. 7If you 
had known me, you would have known my 
Father also.4 From now on you do know him and 
have seen him.”

8 Philip said to him, “Lord, show us the Father, 
and it is enough for us.” 9 Jesus said to him, “Have 
I been with you so long, and you still do not 
know me, Philip? Whoever has seen me has seen 
the Father. How can you say, ‘Show us the Father’? 
10Do you not believe that I am in the Father and 
the Father is in me? The words that I say to you 
I do not speak on my own authority, but the 
Father who dwells in me does his works. 11Believe 
me that I am in the Father and the Father is in 
me, or else believe on account of the works 
themselves.

12“Truly, truly, I say to you, whoever believes in 
me will also do the works that I do; and greater 
works than these will he do, because  
I am going to the Father. 13Whatever you ask in 
my name, this I will do, that the Father may be 
glorified in the Son. 14If you ask me5 anything in 
my name, I will do it.
Jesus promises The holy spiriT

15“If you love me, you will keep my com-
mandments. 16And I will ask the Father, and he 
will give you another Helper,6 to be with you 
forever, 17even the Spirit of truth, whom the 
world cannot receive, because it neither sees him 
nor knows him. You know him, for he dwells 
with you and will be in you.

18“I will not leave you as orphans; I will come 
to you. 19Yet a little while and the world will see 
me no more, but you will see me. Because I live, 
you also will live. 20In that day
you will know that I am in my Father, and you 

in me, and I in you. 21Whoever has my com-
mandments and keeps them, he it is  
who loves me. And he who loves me will be loved 
by my Father, and I will love him and manifest 
myself to him.” 22 Judas (not Iscariot) said to him, 
“Lord, how is it that you will manifest yourself to 
us, and not to the world?” 23 Jesus answered him, 
“If anyone loves me, he will keep my word, and 
my Father will love him, and we will come to him 
and make our home with him. 24Whoever does 
not love me does not keep my words. And the 
word that you hear is not mine but the Father’s 
who sent me.

25“These things I have spoken to you while I 
am still with you. 26But the Helper, the Holy 
Spirit, whom the Father will send in my name, he 
will teach you all things and bring to your 
remembrance all that I have said to you. 27Peace 
I leave with you; my peace I give to you. Not as 
the world gives do I give to you. Let not your 
hearts be troubled, neither let them be afraid. 
28You heard me say to you, ‘I am going away, and 
I will come to you.’ If you loved me, you would 
h a ve  r e j o i c e d ,  b e c a u s e  
I am going to the Father, for the Father is greater 
than I. 29And now I have told you before it takes 
place, so that when it does take place you may 
believe. 30I will no longer talk much with you, for 
the ruler of this world is coming. He has no claim 
on me, 31but I do  
as the Father has commanded me, so that the 
world may know that I love the Father. Rise, let 
us go from here.
i am The True vine

15 “I am the true vine, and my Father is the 
vinedresser. 2Every branch in me that does 

not bear fruit he takes away, and every branch 
that does bear fruit he prunes, that it may bear 
more fruit. 3Already you are clean because of the 
word that I have spoken to you. 4Abide in me, 
and I in you. As the branch cannot bear fruit by 
itself, unless it abides in the vine, neither can you, 
u n l e s s  
you abide in me. 5I am the vine; you are the 
branches. Whoever abides in me and I in  
him, he it is that bears much fruit, for apart from 
me you can do nothing. 6If anyone does not 
abide in me he is thrown away like a branch and 
withers; and the branches are gathered, thrown 
into the fire, and burned.  
7If you abide in me, and my words abide in you, 
ask whatever you wish, and it will be done for 
you. 8By this my Father is glorified, that you bear 
much fruit and so prove to be
my disciples. 9As the Father has loved me,  
so have I loved you. Abide in my love. 10If  

1 Or You believe in God 2 Or In my Father’s house are many rooms; if it were not so, I would have told you; for I go to prepare a place for you 3 Some manuscripts Where I 
am going you know, and the way you know 4 Or If you know me, you will know my Father also, or If you have known me, you will know my Father also 5 Some 
manuscripts omit me 6 Or Advocate, or Counselor; also 14:26; 15:26; 16:7 
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you keep my commandments, you will abide in 
my love, just as I have kept my Father’s com-
mandments and abide in his love. 11These things 
I have spoken to you, that my joy may be in you, 
and that your joy may be full.

12“This is my commandment, that you love 
one another as I have loved you. 13Greater love has 
no one than this, that someone lay down his life 
for his friends. 14You are my friends if you do 
what I command you. 15No longer do I call you 
servants,1 for the servant2 does not know what his 
master is doing; but I have called you friends, for 
all that I have heard from my Father I have made 
known to you. 16You did not choose me, but I 
chose you and appointed you that you should go 
and bear fruit and that your fruit should abide, so 
that whatever you ask the Father in my name, he 
may give it to you. 17These things I command 
you, so that you will love one another.
The haTred oF The World

18“If the world hates you, know that it has 
hated me before it hated you. 19If you were  
of the world, the world would love you as its own; 
but because you are not of the world, but I chose 
you out of the world, therefore  
the world hates you. 20Remember the word that 
I said to you: ‘A servant is not greater than his 
master.’ If they persecuted me, they will also per-
secute you. If they kept my word, they will also 
keep yours. 21But all these things they will do to 
you on account of my name, because they do not 
know him who sent me. 22If I had not come and 
spoken to them, they would not have been guilty 
of sin,3 but now they have no excuse for their sin. 
23Whoever hates me hates my Father also. 24If I 
had not done among them the works that no one 
else did, they would not be guilty of sin, but now 
they have seen and hated both me and my Father. 
25But the word that is written in their Law must 
be fulfilled: a ‘They hated me without a cause.’

26“But when the Helper comes, whom I  
will send to you from the Father, the Spirit of 
truth, who proceeds from the Father, he will bear 
witness about me. 27And you also will bear wit-
ness, because you have been with me from the 
beginning.

16 “I have said all these things to you to keep 
you from falling away. 2They will put you 

out of the synagogues. Indeed, the hour is coming 
when whoever kills you will
think he is offering service to God. 3And they will 
do these things because they have not known the 
Father, nor me. 4But I have said these things to 
you, that when their hour comes you may 

remember that I told them  
to you.
The WorK oF The holy spiriT

“I did not say these things to you from the 
beginning, because I was with you. 5But now I 
am going to him who sent me, and none  
of you asks me, ‘Where are you going?’ 6But 
because I have said these things to you, sorrow has 
filled your heart. 7Nevertheless, I tell you the 
truth: it is to your advantage that I go away, for if 
I do not go away, the Helper will not come to 
you. But if I go, I will send him to you. 8And 
when he comes, he will convict the world con-
cerning sin and righteousness and judgment: 
9concerning sin, because they do not believe in 
me; 10concerning righteousness, because I go to 
the Father, and you will see me no longer; 11con-
cerning judgment, because the ruler of this world 
is judged.

12“I still have many things to say to you,  
but you cannot bear them now. 13When the 
Spirit of truth comes, he will guide you into all 
the truth, for he will not speak on his own 
authority, but whatever he hears he will speak, 
and he will declare to you the things that are to 
come. 14He will glorify me, for he will take what 
is mine and declare it to you. 15All that the Father 
has is mine; therefore I said that he will take what 
is mine and declare it to you.
your sorroW Will Turn inTo Joy

16“A little while, and you will see me no longer; 
and again a little while, and you will see me.” 17 So 
some of his disciples said to  
one another, “What is this that he says to  
us, ‘A little while, and you will not see me, and 
again a little while, and you will see me’; and, 
‘because I am going to the Father’?” 18 So they 
were saying, “What does he mean by  
‘a little while’? We do not know what he is talking 
about.” 19 Jesus knew that they wanted to ask him, 
so he said to them, “Is this what you are asking 
yourselves, what I meant by saying, ‘A little while 
and you will not see  
me, and again a little while and you will see me’? 
20Truly, truly, I say to you, you will weep and 
lament, but the world will rejoice. You will be 
sorrowful, but your sorrow will turn into joy. 
21When a woman is giving birth,  
she has sorrow because her hour has come, but 
when she has delivered the baby, she  
no longer remembers the anguish, for joy  
that a human being has been born into the
world. 22So also you have sorrow now, but I will 
see you again, and your hearts will rejoice, and no 
one will take your joy from you. 23In that day you 
will ask nothing of me. Truly, truly, I say to you, 

1 Greek bondservants 2 Greek bondservant; also verse 20 3 Greek they would not have sin; also verse 24 a Ps. 35:19 or 69:4 

John 15:9
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To read
Chapters 13-15: The Love Revolution
• The Example and New Commandment (John 13)
• The Holy Spirit to transform us (John 14)
• The Power to live and love our enemies (John 15)

You cannot know Jesus and stay the same. His love is humbling and
transformational.

On the night Jesus is betrayed by one of His followers, He takes a
towel and bowl of water and washes His followers’ feet. Normally, this
nasty job of cleaning others’ toe jam would be left for a servant, not a
Savior.

Everything Jesus did was on purpose. By washing His followers’
feet, Jesus is showing the counter-cultural nature of His Kingdom. In 
John 13:12-17, Jesus explains: “Just as I have loved you, you also are 
to love one another” (13:34).

Just think about it — Jesus could have come to earth and taken over
His rightful place as King, but He didn’t. Instead, He came as a poor
carpenter's son, born in a manger. Instead of commanding all to bow
down before His power and embracing the thrones of the world, Jesus 
came as a servant and embraced the cross. This is a love the world has 
never seen before. This is revolutionary. When you love like Jesus, the 
world cannot help but notice.

But how can we follow someone who lived such a radical, powerful
life?

Jesus has not left you and I alone. He has given us brothers and
sisters (fellow believers) to journey, hold accountable and encourage.
Further, Jesus has given us His very Spirit — the same Spirit that gave 
Him power over life and death. “And I will ask the Father, and He will 
give you another Helper, to be with you forever” (14:16). As Jesus 
explains, God gives us His Spirit, who we know as the Holy Spirit, to 
live in us. It’s the Holy Spirit who continues to work in us, making those 
who believe in Jesus more like Him.

devo The love revoluTion
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After giving everything necessary to live for Him, Jesus offers the
secret of it all — SPEND TIME WITH ME. By giving the illustration of a
healthy vine and branches, Jesus shows that without daily time with 
Him, we will wither and die instead of bearing fruit as He intends.
God wants to fill you with power for today. Spend time with Him!

quesTions To consider:

How will the world know that you are a follower of Jesus? (John 
13:35)

Jesus’ followers are about to lose Him. What shocking words does 
Jesus speak to His followers and to you? (John 14:27)

What does it mean to “abide?” How can this be applied to Jesus? 
(John 15:4-5)
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whatever you ask of the Father in my name, he 
will give it to you. 24Until now you have asked 
nothing in my name. Ask, and you will receive, 
that your joy may be full.

i have overcome The World
25“I have said these things to you in figures of 

speech. The hour is coming when I will no longer 
speak to you in figures of speech but will tell you 
plainly about the Father. 26In that day you will ask 
in my name, and I do not say to you that I will 
ask the Father on your behalf; 27for the Father 
himself loves you, because you have loved me and 
have believed that I came from God.1 28I came 
from the Father and have come into the world, 
and now I am leaving the world and going to the 
Father.”

29 His disciples said, “Ah, now you are speaking 
plainly and not using figurative speech! 30 Now we 
know that you know all things  
and do not need anyone to question you; this is 
why we believe that you came from God.” 31 Jesus 
answered them, “Do you now believe? 32Behold, 
the hour is coming, indeed it has come, when you 
will be scattered, each to  
his own home, and will leave me alone. Yet  
I am not alone, for the Father is with me. 33I have 
said these things to you, that in me you may have 
peace. In the world you will have tribulation. But 
take heart; I have overcome the world.”

The hiGh priesTly prayer

17 When Jesus had spoken these words, he 
lifted up his eyes to heaven, and said, 

“Father, the hour has come; glorify your Son that 
the Son may glorify you, 2since you have given 
him authority over all flesh, to give eternal life to 
all whom you have given him. 3And this is eternal 
life, that they know you the only true God, and 
Jesus Christ whom you have sent. 4I glorified you 
on earth, having accomplished the work that you 
gave me to do. 5And now, Father, glorify me in 
your own presence with the glory that I had with 
you before the world existed.

6“I have manifested your name to the people 
whom you gave me out of the world. Yours they 
were, and you gave them to me, and they have 
kept your word. 7Now they know that everything 
that you have given me

is from you. 8For I have given them the words 
that you gave me, and they have received them 
and have come to know in truth that I came from 
you; and they have believed that you sent me. 9I 
am praying for them. I am not praying for the 
world but for those whom you have given me, for 
they are yours. 10All mine are yours, and yours are 
mine, and I am glorified in them. 11And I am no 
longer in the world, but they are in the world, 
and  I  am  coming  
to you. Holy Father, keep them in your name, 
which you have given me, that they may be one, 
even as we are one. 12While I was with them, I 
kept them in your name, which you have given 
me. I have guarded them, and not one of them 
has been lost except the son of destruction, that 
the Scripture might be fulfilled. 13But now I am 
coming to you, and these things I speak in the 
world, that they may have my joy fulfilled in 
themselves. 14I have given them your word, and 
the world has hated them because they are not of 
the world, just as I am not of the world. 15I do 
not ask that you take them out of the world, but 
that you keep them from the evil one.2 16They are 
not of the world, just as I am not of the world. 
17Sanctify them3 in the truth; your word is truth. 
18As you sent me into the world, so I have sent 
them into the world. 19And for their sake I con-
secrate myself,4 that they also may be sanctified5 
in truth.

20“I do not ask for these only, but also for those 
who will believe in me through their word, 21that 
they may all be one, just as you, Father, are in me, 
and I in you, that they also may be in us, so that 
the world may believe that you have sent me. 
22The glory that you have given me I have given 
t o  t h e m ,  t h a t  
they may be one even as we are one, 23I in them 
and you in me, that they may become perfectly 
one, so that the world may know that you sent 
me and loved them even as  
you loved me. 24Father, I desire that they also, 
whom you have given me, may be with me where 
I am, to see my glory that you have given me 
because you loved me before the foundation of 
the world. 25O righteous Father, even though the 
world does not know you,  
I know you, and these know that you have sent 
me. 26I made known to them your name, and I 
will continue to make it known, that the love 
with which you have loved me may be in them, 
and I in them.”

1 Some manuscripts from the Father 2 Or from evil 3 Greek Set them apart (for holy service to God) 4 Or I sanctify myself; or I set myself apart (for holy service to God) 
5 Greek may be set apart (for holy service to God) 

John 17:26
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BeTrayal and arresT oF Jesus

18 When Jesus had spoken these words, he 
went out with his disciples across the 

Kidron Valley, where there was a garden, which 
he and his disciples entered. 2 Now Judas, who 
betrayed him, also knew the place, for Jesus often 
met there with his disciples. 3 a So Judas, having 
procured a band of soldiers and some officers 
from the chief priests and the Pharisees, went 
there with lanterns and torches and weapons. 
4 Then Jesus, knowing all that would happen to 
him, came forward and said to them, “Whom do 
you seek?” 5 They answered him, “Jesus of 
Nazareth.” Jesus said to them, “I am he.”1 Judas, 
w h o  b e t r a y e d  
him, was standing with them. 6 When Jesus2 said 
to them, “I am he,” they drew back and fell to the 
ground. 7 So he asked them again, “Whom do 
you seek?” And they said, “Jesus of Nazareth.” 
8 Jesus answered, “I told you that I am he. So, if 
you seek me, let these men go.” 9 This was to fulfill 
the word that he had spoken: “Of those whom 
you gave me I have lost not one.” 10 Then Simon 
Peter, having a sword, drew it and struck the high 
priest’s servant3 and cut off his right ear. (The 
servant’s name was Malchus.) 11 So Jesus said to 
Peter, “Put your sword into its sheath; shall I not 
drink the cup that the Father has given me?”

Jesus Faces annas and caiaphas
12 So the band of soldiers and their captain and 

the officers of the Jews arrested Jesus and bound 
him. 13 First they led him to Annas, for he was the 
father-in-law of Caiaphas, who was high priest 
that year. 14 It was Caiaphas who had advised the 
Jews that it would be expedient that one man 
should die for the people.

peTer denies Jesus
15 Simon Peter followed Jesus, and so did 

another disciple. Since that disciple was known to 
the high priest, he entered with Jesus into the 
court of the high priest, 16 b but Peter stood out-
side at the door. So the other disciple, who was 
known to the high priest, went out and spoke to 
the servant girl who kept watch at the door, and 
brought Peter in. 17 The servant girl at the door 
said to Peter, “You also are not one of this man’s 
disciples, are you?” He said, “I am not.” 18 Now 
the servants4 and officers had made a charcoal 
fire, because it was cold,

and they were standing and warming themselves. 
Peter also was with them, standing and warming 
himself.
The hiGh priesT quesTions Jesus

19 The high priest then questioned Jesus about 
his disciples and his teaching. 20 Jesus answered 
him, “I have spoken openly to the world. I have 
always taught in synagogues and in the temple, 
where all Jews come together. I have said nothing 
in secret. 21Why do you ask me? Ask those who 
have heard me what I said to them; they know 
what I said.” 22 When he had said these things, 
one of the officers standing by struck Jesus with 
his hand, saying, “Is that how you answer the 
high priest?” 23 Jesus answered him, “If what I said 
is wrong, bear witness about the wrong; but if 
what I said is right, why do you strike me?” 
24 Annas then sent him bound to Caiaphas the 
high priest.
peTer denies Jesus aGain

25 c Now Simon Peter was standing and warm-
ing himself. So they said to him, “You also are not 
one of his disciples, are you?” He denied it and 
said, “I am not.” 26 One of the servants of the high 
priest, a relative of the man whose ear Peter had 
cut off, asked, “Did I not see you in the garden 
with him?” 27 Peter again denied it, and at once a 
rooster crowed.
Jesus BeFore pilaTe

28 Then they led Jesus from the house of 
Caiaphas to the governor’s headquarters.5 It was 
early morning. They themselves did not enter the 
governor’s headquarters, so that  
they would not be defiled, but could eat the 
Passover. 29 d So Pilate went outside to them and 
said, “What accusation do you bring against this 
man?” 30 They answered him, “If this man were 
not doing evil, we would not have delivered him 
over to you.” 31 Pilate said to them, “Take him 
yourselves and judge him by your own law.” The 
Jews said to him, “It  
is not lawful for us to put anyone to death.” 
32 This was to fulfill the word that Jesus had spo-
ken to show by what kind of death he  
was going to die.
my KinGdom is noT oF This World

33 So Pilate entered his headquarters again and 
called Jesus and said to him, “Are you the King of 
the Jews?” 34 Jesus answered, “Do you say this of 
your own accord, or did others say

1 Greek I am; also verses 6, 8 2 Greek he 3 Greek bondservant; twice in this verse 4 Greek bondservants; also verse 26 5 Greek the praetorium a For 18:3-11 see parallels 
Matt. 26:47-56; Mark 14:43-50; Luke 22:47-53 b For 18:16-18 see parallels Matt. 26:69, 70; Mark 14:66-68; Luke 22:55-57 c For 18:25-27 see parallels Matt. 26:71-75; 
Mark 14:69-72; Luke 22:58-62 d For 18:29-38 see parallels Matt. 27:11-14; Mark 15:1-5; Luke 23:1-3 

John 18:1
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it to you about me?” 35 Pilate answered, “Am I a 
Jew? Your own nation and the chief priests have 
delivered you over to me. What have you done?” 
36 Jesus answered, “My kingdom is not of this 
world. If my kingdom were  
of this world, my servants would have been fight-
ing, that I might not be delivered over  
to the Jews. But my kingdom is not from the 
world.” 37 Then Pilate said to him, “So you are a 
king?” Jesus answered, “You say that I am a king. 
For this purpose I was born and for this purpose 
I have come into the world—to bear witness to 
the truth. Everyone who is of the truth listens to 
my voice.” 38 Pilate said to him, “What is truth?”

After he had said this, he went back outside to 
the Jews and told them, “I find no guilt in him. 
39 a But you have a custom that I should release 
one man for you at the Passover. So do you want 
me to release to you the King of the Jews?” 
40 They cried out again, “Not this man, but 
Barabbas!” Now Barabbas was a robber.1

Jesus delivered To Be cruciFied

19 Then Pilate took Jesus and flogged him. 
2 And the soldiers twisted together a crown 

of thorns and put it on his head and arrayed him 
in a purple robe. 3 They came up to him, saying, 
“Hail, King of the Jews!” and struck him with 
their hands. 4 Pilate went out again and said to 
them, “See, I am bringing him out to you that 
you may know that I find no guilt in him.” 5 So 
Jesus came out, wearing the crown of thorns and 
the purple robe. Pilate said to them, “Behold the 
man!” 6 When the chief priests and the officers 
saw him, they cried out, “Crucify him, crucify 
him!” Pilate said to them, “Take him yourselves 
and crucify him, for I find no guilt in him.” 7 The 
Jews answered him, “We have a law, and accord-
ing to that law he ought to die because he has 
made himself the Son of God.” 8 When Pilate 
heard this statement, he was even more afraid. 
9 He entered his headquarters again and said to 
Jesus, “Where are you from?” But Jesus gave him 
no answer. 10 So Pilate said to him, “You will not 
speak to me? Do you not know that I have 
authority to release you and authority to crucify 
you?” 11 Jesus answered him, “You would have no 
authority over me at all unless it had been given 
you from above. Therefore he who delivered me 
over to you has the greater sin.”

12 From then on Pilate sought to release him, 
but the Jews cried out, “If you release this man, 
you are not Caesar’s friend. Everyone who makes 
himself a king opposes Caesar.” 13 So when Pilate 
heard these words, he brought Jesus out and sat 
down on the judgment seat at a place called The 
Stone Pavement, and in Aramaic2 Gabbatha. 
14 Now it was the day of Preparation of the 
Passover. It was about the sixth hour.3 He said to 
the Jews, “Behold your King!” 15 They cried out, 
“Away with him, away with him, crucify him!” 
Pilate said to them, “Shall I crucify your King?” 
The chief priests answered, “We have no king but 
C a e s a r . ”  
16 So he delivered him over to them to be 
crucified.
The cruciFixion

So they took Jesus, 17 and he went out, bearing 
his own cross, to the place called The Place of a 
Skull, which in Aramaic is called Golgotha. 
18 There they crucified him, and with him two 
others, one on either side, and Jesus between 
them. 19 Pilate also wrote an inscription and put 
it on the cross. It read, “Jesus of Nazareth, the 
King of the Jews.” 20 Many of  
the Jews read this inscription, for the place where 
Jesus was crucified was near the city, and it was 
written in Aramaic, in Latin, and in Greek. 21 So 
the chief priests of the Jews said to Pilate, “Do not 
write, ‘The King of the Jews,’ but rather, ‘This 
man said, I am King of the Jews.’” 22 Pilate 
answered, “What I have written I have written.”

23 When the soldiers had crucified Jesus, they 
took his garments and divided them into four 
parts, one part for each soldier; also his tunic.4 But 
the tunic was seamless, woven in one piece from 
top to bottom, 24 so they said to one another, “Let 
us not tear it, but cast  
lots for it to see whose it shall be.” This was to 
fulfill the Scripture which says,

 b “ They divided my garments among them,
  and for my clothing they cast lots.”

So the soldiers did these things, 25 but standing by 
the cross of Jesus were his mother and his moth-
er’s sister, Mary the wife of Clopas, and Mary 
Magdalene. 26 When Jesus saw his mother and the 
disciple whom he loved standing nearby, he said 
to his mother, “Woman, behold, your son!” 
27 Then he said to the disciple, “Behold, your 
mother!” And from that hour the disciple took 
her to his own home.
The deaTh oF Jesus

28 After this, Jesus, knowing that all was now 
1 Or an insurrectionist 2 Or Hebrew; also verses 17, 20 3 That is, about noon 4 Greek chiton, a long garment worn under the cloak next to the skin a For 18:39, 40 see 
parallels Matt. 27:15-18, 20-23; Mark 15:6-14; Luke 23:18-23 b Ps. 22:18 

John 19:27
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To read
Chapters 16-18: A New Way of Life
• A new kind of victory (John 16)
• A new kind of people (John 17)
• A new kind of kingdom (John 18)

a neW Way oF liFe

Jesus is the King. He’s a King unlike any the world has ever known:
Defined by love, holy in power, blameless in life and fully focused on 
the Kingdom to come. While many rulers use power for selfish gain,  
Jesus used His — even His life — to free and empower His people.  
This was a divine monarchy where the King’s victory was truly the 
people’s victory. Our victory demanded everything from our King!

In John 17, we get a “behind the scenes” view into Jesus’ desire that
we be a new kind of people. With His last prayer, He prays for us! “I do
not ask for these only, but also for those who will believe in Me through
their word” (17:20).

His prayer is that we would be defined by our love, perseverance
and unity. The world claws and competes for attention and “success,” 
yet give up at the first sign of opposition. Jesus prays that we would
demonstrate His reality by standing up for one another and sticking it  
out through thick and thin.

How serious is Jesus about His mission and message? No matter
how riveting His speeches or powerful His miracles, what unfolds
beginning with John 18 tells the real story. Jesus is betrayed by Judas,
one of His closest followers, and arrested. Have you experienced
betrayal or abandonment from someone you love? Jesus can relate.
Later on, Peter (Jesus most outspoken and seemingly passionate
follower), denies even knowing Jesus (18:25).

devo
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As Jesus is taken before religious and political leaders, He has
every opportunity to escape what is to come, but He never flinches.  
“My kingdom is not of this world. If My kingdom were of this world, 
My servants would have been fighting” (18:36).

Jesus comes as a King to call the world to the Truth — Himself.
Jesus is the Good Shepherd and Courageous King who gives Himself 
in love for His disobedient people. Jesus is a King with a new kind of
kingdom — a Kingdom that is yet to come for those who believe!

quesTions To consider:

What’s your attitude toward this world because of the King’s bold
statement in John 16:33?

Why is unity in the Church so important? (John 17:23)

What does John 18:4 say about Jesus as He is arrested?
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finished, said (to fulfill the Scripture), “I thirst.” 
29 A jar full of sour wine stood there, so they put 
a sponge full of the sour wine on a hyssop branch 
and held it to his mouth. 30 When Jesus had 
received the sour wine, he said, “It is finished,” 
and he bowed his head and gave up his spirit.

Jesus’ side is pierced
31 Since it was the day of Preparation, and so 

that the bodies would not remain on the cross on 
the Sabbath (for that Sabbath was a high day), the 
Jews asked Pilate that their legs might be broken 
and that they might be taken away. 32 So the sol-
diers came and broke the legs of the first, and of 
the other who had been crucified with him. 33 But 
when they came to Jesus and saw that he was 
already dead, they did not break his legs. 34 But 
one of the soldiers pierced his side with a spear, 
and at once there came out blood and water. 
35 He who saw it has borne witness—his testi-
mony is true, and he knows that he is telling the 
truth—that you also may believe. 36 For these 
things took place that the Scripture might be 
f u l f i l l e d :  a  “ N o t  
one of his bones will be broken.” 37 And again 
another Scripture says, b “They will look on him 
whom they have pierced.”

Jesus is Buried
38 c After these things Joseph of Arimathea, who 

was a disciple of Jesus, but secretly for fear of the 
Jews, asked Pilate that he might take away the 
body of Jesus, and Pilate gave him permission. So 
he came and took away his body. 39 Nicodemus 
also, who earlier had come to Jesus1 by night, 
came bringing a mixture of myrrh and aloes, 
about seventy-five pounds2 in weight. 40 So they 
took the body of Jesus and bound it in linen 
cloths with the spices, as is the burial custom of 
the Jews. 41 Now in the place where he was cruci-
fied there was a garden, and in the garden a new 
tomb in which no one had yet been laid. 42 So 
because of the Jewish day of Preparation, since the 
tomb was close at hand, they laid Jesus there.

The resurrecTion

20 Now on the first day of the week Mary 
Magdalene came to the tomb early, while 

it was still dark, and saw that the stone had been 
taken away from the tomb. 2 So she

ran and went to Simon Peter and the other disci-
ple, the one whom Jesus loved, and said to them, 
“They have taken the Lord out of  
the tomb, and we do not know where they have 
laid him.” 3 So Peter went out with the other 
disciple, and they were going toward the tomb. 
4 Both of them were running together, but the 
other disciple outran Peter and reached the tomb 
first. 5 And stooping to look in, he saw the linen 
cloths lying there, but he did not go in. 6 Then 
Simon Peter came, following him, and went into 
the tomb. He saw the linen cloths lying there, 
7 and the face cloth, which had been on Jesus’3 
head, not lying with the linen cloths but folded 
up in a place by itself. 8 Then the other disciple, 
who had reached the tomb first, also went in, and 
he saw and believed; 9 for as yet they did not 
understand the Scripture, that he must rise from 
the dead. 10 Then the disciples went back to their 
homes.
Jesus appears To mary maGdalene

11 But Mary stood weeping outside the tomb, 
and as she wept she stooped to look into the 
tomb. 12 And she saw two angels in white,  
sitting where the body of Jesus had lain, one at the 
head and one at the feet. 13 They said  
to her, “Woman, why are you weeping?” She said 
to them, “They have taken away my Lord, and I 
do not know where they have laid him.” 14 Having 
said this, she turned around and saw Jesus stand-
ing, but she did not know that it was Jesus. 
15 Jesus said to her, “Woman, why are you weep-
ing? Whom are you seeking?” Supposing him to 
be the gardener, she said  
to him, “Sir, if you have carried him away,  
tell me where you have laid him, and I will take 
him away.” 16 Jesus said to her, “Mary.” She turned 
and said to him in Aramaic,4 “Rabboni!” (which 
means Teacher). 17 Jesus said to her, “Do not cling 
to me, for I have not yet ascended to the Father; 
but go to my brothers and say to them, ‘I am 
ascending to my Father and your Father, to my 
God and your God.’” 18 Mary Magdalene went 
and announced to the disciples, “I have seen the 
Lord”—and that he had said these things to her.
Jesus appears To The disciples

19 On the evening of that day, the first day of 
the week, the doors being locked where the disci-
ples were for fear of the Jews, Jesus came and 
stood among them and said to them, “Peace be 
with you.” 20 When he had said

1 Greek him 2 Greek one hundred litras; a litra (or Roman pound) was equal to about 11 1/2 ounces or 327 grams 3 Greek his 4 Or Hebrew a Ex. 12:46; Num. 9:12  
b Zech. 12:10 c For 19:38-42 see parallels Matt. 27:57-61; Mark 15:42-47; Luke 23:50-56 
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this, he showed them his hands and his side. Then 
the disciples were glad when they saw the Lord. 
21 Jesus said to them again, “Peace be with you. As 
the Father has sent me, even so I am sending 
you.” 22 And when he had said this, he breathed 
on them and said to them, “Receive the Holy 
Spirit. 23If you forgive the sins of any, they are 
forgiven them; if you withhold forgiveness from 
any, it is withheld.”
Jesus and Thomas

24 Now Thomas, one of the Twelve, called the 
Twin,1 was not with them when Jesus came. 25 So 
the other disciples told him, “We have seen the 
Lord.” But he said to them, “Unless I see in his 
hands the mark of the nails, and place my finger 
i n t o  t h e  m a rk  o f  
the nails, and place my hand into his side, I will 
never believe.”

26 Eight days later, his disciples were inside 
again, and Thomas was with them. Although the 
doors were locked, Jesus came and stood among 
them and said, “Peace be with you.” 27 Then he 
said to Thomas, “Put your finger here, and see my 
hands; and put out your hand, and place it in my 
side. Do not disbelieve, but believe.” 28 Thomas 
answered him, “My Lord and my God!” 29 Jesus 
said to him, “Have you believed because you have 
seen me? Blessed are those who have not seen and 
yet have believed.”
The purpose oF This BooK

30 Now Jesus did many other signs in the pres-
ence of the disciples, which are not written in this 
book; 31 but these are written so that you may 
believe that Jesus is the Christ, the Son of God, 
and that by believing you may have life in his 
name.
Jesus appears To seven disciples

21 After this Jesus revealed himself again to 
the disciples by the Sea of Tiberias, and he 

revealed himself in this way. 2 Simon Peter, 
Thomas (called the Twin), Nathanael of Cana in 
Galilee, the sons of Zebedee, and two others of 
his disciples were together. 3 Simon Peter said to 
them, “I am going fishing.” They said to him, 
“We will go with you.” They went out and got 
into the boat, but that night they caught 
nothing.

4 Just as day was breaking, Jesus stood on the 
shore; yet the disciples did not know that it was 
Jesus. 5 Jesus said to them, “Children, do you have 
any fish?” They answered him,

“No.” 6 He said to them, “Cast the net on the 
right side of the boat, and you will find some.” So 
they cast it, and now they were not able  
to haul it in, because of the quantity of fish. 7 That 
disciple whom Jesus loved therefore said to Peter, 
“It is the Lord!” When Simon Peter heard that it 
was the Lord, he put on his outer garment, for he 
was stripped for work, and threw himself into the 
sea. 8 The other disciples came in the boat, drag-
ging the net full of fish, for they were not far from 
the land, but about a hundred yards2 off.

9 When they got out on land, they saw a char-
coal fire in place, with fish laid out on it, and 
bread. 10 Jesus said to them, “Bring some of the 
fish that you have just caught.” 11 So Simon Peter 
went aboard and hauled the net ashore, full of 
large fish, 153 of them. And although there were 
so many, the net was not torn. 12 Jesus said to 
them, “Come and have breakfast.” Now none of 
the disciples dared ask him, “Who are you?” They 
knew it was the Lord. 13 Jesus came and took the 
b r e a d  
and gave it to them, and so with the fish. 14 This 
was now the third time that Jesus was revealed to 
the disciples after he was raised from the dead.
Jesus and peTer

15 When they had finished breakfast, Jesus said 
to Simon Peter, “Simon, son of John, do you love 
me more than these?” He said to him, “Yes, Lord; 
you know that I love you.” He said to him, “Feed 
my lambs.” 16 He said to him a second time, 
“Simon, son of  John,  
do you love me?” He said to him, “Yes, Lord; you 
know that I love you.” He said to him, “Tend my 
sheep.” 17 He said to him the third time, “Simon, 
son of John, do you love me?” Peter was grieved 
because he said to him the third time, “Do you 
love me?” and he said to him, “Lord, you know 
everything; you know that I love you.” Jesus said 
to him, “Feed my sheep. 18Truly, truly, I say to 
you, when you were young, you used to dress 
yourself and walk wherever you wanted, but 
w h e n  y o u  
are old, you will stretch out your hands, and 
another will dress you and carry you where you 
do not want to go.” 19 (This he said to show by 
what kind of death he was to glorify God.) And 
after saying this he said to him, “Follow me.”
Jesus and The Beloved aposTle

20 Peter turned and saw the disciple whom Jesus 
loved following them, the one who had

1 Greek Didymus 2 Greek two hundred cubits; a cubit was about 18 inches or 45 centimeters 
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been reclining at table close to him and had said, 
“Lord, who is it that is going to betray you?” 
21 When Peter saw him, he said to Jesus, “Lord, 
what about this man?” 22 Jesus said to him, “If it 
is my will that he remain until I come, what is that 
to you? You follow me!” 23 So the saying spread 
abroad among the brothers1 that this disciple was 
not to die; yet Jesus did not say to him that he 
was not to die, but, “If

it is my will that he remain until I come, what is 
that to you?”

24 This is the disciple who is bearing witness 
about these things, and who has written these 
things, and we know that his testimony is true.

25 Now there are also many other things that 
Jesus did. Were every one of them to be written, 
I suppose that the world itself could not contain 
the books that would be written.

1 Or brothers and sisters 
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To read
Chapters 19-21: The NEXT Step
• It Is Finished (John 19)
• My Lord and My God (John 20)
• Follow Me (John 21)

The nexT sTep

The last three chapters of John describe the raw and incredible
culmination of God’s divine story of Jesus’ life on earth.

Have you ever experienced excruciating, throbbing pain? The word
“excruciating” actually started as a description the unimaginable pain 
one would experience through death by crucifixion.

When Jesus goes to the cross, it is the worst death imaginable . . .
TRULY. The Romans were known for many things, but one thing they 
found extra pride in was their savvy in developing the most intense 
and horrifying forms of punishment. The crown jewel of their 
punishment methods? The crucifixion. As the King and Creator of the 
world, Jesus is whipped, beaten and nailed to a cross of wood to  
slowly suffocate.

The ordeal lasts for hours. The shock of the scene is so great that
the entire earth shakes, and Roman soldiers come to faith just by
witnessing what happens.

Yet the crucifixion is not even the worst pain Jesus experiences. As
He hangs on that cross, Jesus carries the weight of punishment owed 
from every sin of humanity. Jesus is punished for you. Jesus dies for 
you. For three days, Jesus goes to hell for you.

Jesus, the perfect God-Man dies a criminal’s death! You and I stand 
guilty before the high Judge of heaven and Jesus dies in our place.  
Jesus cries out His last words, “It is finished!” (John 19:30).

devo
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The sacrifice of Jesus on the cross is more than a valiant moral
example; it is payment of our penalty, a substitution for our sin. Jesus 
is our salvation. He opens the door for us to be transformed, to be 
born again. 

Proving His power, Jesus rises from the dead! He appears to women 
at the tomb, and then He appears to His followers later that day. 

To close the book, Jesus appears to His followers before ascending 
into heaven. As they meet Jesus on the lakeshore, He forgives and
welcomes Peter back into the fold.

The call to Peter is the call of Jesus to everyone. Though we all fall
short, Jesus’ sacrifice pays for our sin. We have no fear of death 
because Jesus conquered death. Now Jesus speaks to you, offering 
you to take the NEXT step into a new life. His words to you now are, 
“Follow Me.”

quesTions To consider:

Many times in chapter 19, the phrase “to fulfill the Scripture” comes 
up (John 19:24,28,36). What does this tell you about Jesus’ death?

Thomas, another follower of Jesus, does not believe until he sees 
Jesus (John 20:25). What’s Jesus’ response in John 20:29?

Jesus removes all grounds for comparison and jealousy in John 
21:22. What are His words to Peter?



The journey following Jesus doesn’t stop here. If you’ve taken the 
NEXT step to start your journey with Jesus, then hang on for the ride 
of your life.

As you finish this book and continue your relationship with Jesus, I
want to point you to some helpful resources. These resources take the 
sections you just read and dive into application. How can I live in 
community? How can I get deeper into the Bible? How should I pray? 
How do I share my faith?

When you follow Jesus, He’ll begin to change you from the inside
out. Explore helpful resources on knowing Jesus more at
resetmovement.com.

GOING DEEPER
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